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ADVERTISEMENT. 
We ought to obey Goa rather then Man. Ads 5.29. 


T may ſeem. a very bold ſtroke to attack the Articles of 
the eftabliſhed Church, eſpecially for a Perſon in the 
loweft ſtation in Life. But we are told by a late very learned 
Writer, that © every Man may, with decent Reſtrictions, 
Publiſh as well as enjey, his own Opinion.“ I have therefore, 
to avoid giving offence, endeavoured to expreſs myſelf in the 
Words of learned Authors“: and haye (I think) given a total 
overthrow to the obnoxious Articles of our Church, in the 
words of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. In my firſt Attempt, I de- 
monſtrated the Unity of God, from Texts of Scripture, that 
no body, as far as I know, have diſputed. In the ſecond A 
tempt, ho Worſhip of the one God and Father of all, is efta- 
bliſhed beyond 'a Poſſibility of overthrowing it: and I have 
the pleaſure to obſerve, no body has attempted it. In this 
third Attempt, I have followed the ſame Method of ocular 
Demonftration, which is the ftrongeſt Proof that can be given 
to any Doctrine- This kind of Proof needs no Defence. It 
would be ridiculous to go about to prove that 2 and 2 make 
4,,or that 2 and 1 make 3. Moreover, my Challenge has never 
been accepted, viz. no body has been able to find one Fext 
of Scripture to prove, that three Perſons are one God: and 
nothing material has appeared againſt the unity of God. 
Mr. Evans's Sermons prove nothing to me but that there is no 
End of Controverſy : They contain no direct Anfwer to m 
_ firſt Attiempt; and the fecond is left unanſwered in its full 
ſtrength; and almoſt every Text he lays any Strefs upon, fully 
acconnted for in the Defence of the Arpeal, a Book never 
anſwered — no ſolid Anſwer can be given to it. The learned 
Author is alive, It is very wonderful to obſerve earned 
Men ranfacking the Bible & for PDoctrines not to be found 
there: when at the ſame time the Truth is looking them full 
in the Face. The 'Iruth is, the Light cf the Goſpel is tog 
flrong for their Eyes. I ſhall therefore, take no notice of 
| any 
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— — 2 * p 
— 


* Particularly, ſome Letters between a young Gentleman 
and his Uncle, Sc. Printed for Waucn, 1758. 

$ A writer recommended by Dr. Wells, has given us the 
Trinity in the words ſoJllowing- The Lord ſhall i e my 
God. O ve Princes, lift up your Gates. —— With the 
Antient, is Wiſgem.- Lift up thy Face to God. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


any. Reply, which ſhall be made to this Attenpt. I have 
been as brief as I well could, and have avoided multiplying 
Evidence, becauſe my — ſeem to pay no Regard to 


Reaſon or Scripture. hoever will examine the Goſpel, 
will find it in full Force againſt the Articles IJ have attacked 

The number of Unitarians is very confiderable, and increaſ- 
ing daily: and ſome of the firſt Nobility are among them. 
If any Laws exift in favour of the Articles, which are in op 
fition to the Goſpel, they ought to be repealed directly. Po- 
pery and Superſtition decline, even in Popiſh Countries; 
and ſhall they be encouraged in Britain? God forbid ! 

Let us, then, in earneſt, do ſomething for the Honour 
and Glory of God, and the Cauſe of Truth · For if we ſpend 
all our Time and Talents on the things of this Life, we ſhall 
be rejected as unprofitable Servants, by our Judge, who will 
call us to account very ſoon; for after Death comes Judg- 
ment. Would the Governors of our Church confider this, 
ſurely they would with vigour ſet about a Reformation, as a 
thing of more importance than all the Acquiſitions in the 
World, and of the greateſt Honour to themſelves. 

I pray God Almighty to give his bleſſing to this Aiempt to 
reſtore Chriſtian Religion, to the purity and ſimplicity of 
the Goſpel of his Son, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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it. 


»» 


Why then ſhould I look upon a Maid. — i e. the Al- 
mighty born of a Virgin, by the Power of the higheſt, &c. 
The notion that God Almighty was born of one of his 
Creatures, has been revived of late by ſome learned Perſons. 
To them and all others who believe and maintain this fooliſh 
Abſurdity, I would recommend the following Invocation : 
4 Be merciful, O Lady! ſpare us O Lady! deliver us from 
all Evil: O moſt merciful Lady, we beſeech that thou wouldeſt 
vouchſafe to preſerve the Holy Church, &c. Mother of God, 
* Queen of Heaven, Lady of the World, have mercy on us.” 


M1s$AL, 


* * 


HIS MAJESTY" 
DECLARATION. 


Either JAMES I. or CHARLES I. 


Being by God's Ordinance, according to our juſt Title, De- 
fender of the Faith, &c- We hold it moſt agreea. 
ble to this our Kingly Office — not to ſutfer unneceſſary 
Diſputations or Queſtions to be raiſed. 


That out 
of our Princely Care We will that all curious 
Search be laid aſide -And that no Man hereafter 


ſhall either Print or Preach to draw the Articles aſide 
any way, he or they the Offenders ſhall be liable 
to our Diſpleaſure, and the Church's Cenfure.—+——And 
we will ſee that there ſhall be due Execution upon them. 


Church Articles of Religion- 8 
Jeſus I know, and Paul I know ; but who are ye? Acts XIX. 15. 
ARTICLE” I. 


HERE is but one living and true God, ard in the 
unity of this Godhead there be three Perſons of one 
Subſtance, Power and Eternity; the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft. 

There is but one living and true Cod. This is a direct Contra- 
diction to the Second and Fifth Articles. For it is ſaid in the 
former, that the Sou is very and eternal God; and in the latter, 
that the Hely Got is very and eternal God. Admit the Fa- 
ther to be very and eternal. God; and then we have three 
eternal Gods, equally Supreme.“ without any Difference or In- 
equality.” It may be objected, that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, are eternal, but not living Gods, till united 
together they make one livingzand true God. But this is falſe, 
and Chriſt ſhall prove it. För the Father hath Lite in him- 
ſelf, io hath he given to the Son. to bave Life in himſclf. A- 
gain: As the Livixz Father has ent me, and I live by the Father. 

Joan v. 29, vi. 57. 
To 


To ſay, that there are three Perſons in the Godbead, is an Aſſer- 
tion, that hath not the leaſt Foundation in Scripture. There 
is not one Sentence, not one Word in the Chriftian Revelation 
to ſupport it. I will overthrow this 1ft. Article directly. 
There is One God, and there is none other but He» Mark xi. 
32. To as there is but One God, the Father, of whom are all 
things, 1. Cor. viii. 6. To the Truth of this I bring Witneſs, 
. viz. The One and only True God; I mean the Father of Chritt : 
Athanaſius, That One God is Father of all: —— There is 
but One God the Father: Biſhop Pearſon. The Father of 

Jeſus Chriſt to be alone the One true God, we confefs that 
this Aſſertion is moſt true: Biſhop Bull, Chriſt was 
exalted by the Supreme God to a State of Power, &c. Dr. 
Bennet. The Father, the Head and Fountais of all; whoſe 
Authority he (Chriſt) exerciſed, &c. Fater/and, The Father 
is the Principal he is of him/elf and of no other; which 
is not, nor can be faid of the Sor, and Holy Gheft : Biſhop 
Tilhtjen. The co-equality. I would obſerve, that no 
one pleads for this Doctrine:“ Caleb Evani®*. Proofs of the 
Unity of God, would be endleſs, I ſhall only obſerve in the 
Words of Biſhop Bull All Prayers are directed to God 
in the name of his Son Jefus Chritt; as they are (ſays he) 
God be praifed in our Liturgy, Add to theſe the Teſti- 
mony of Jews, Maliometans, and Pagans. Befides me, there 
is one God. Is there any God beſides me? yea, there is no 
God, I know not any. 1 am God, and there is none elſe. 
Laiab. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before me. It is im- 
poſſible the Number, two can be applied to that which exiſts 
neceſlarily : Mair. God! there is no God but He; the 
living, the ſelf- ſubſiſting He is the High, the Mighty: 
Koran. By Plato Ged is called the One · God is Ore Creator 
Creator of all that i — God is like a perfect Sphere, 
without beginning or end. The ETERNAL One: Bramabh's 
Shaftah. God, if be be a perfect Being as He muſt be, can 
be but One, that all things may be in him. If there could 
be more Gods than One, every one would want what th 
other had: Lagart, | | 
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* It will be ſaid, that theſe learned Perſons were Trini- 
tarians ; agreed they were fo- It is enough for my purpoſe 
that they have been forced to acknowledge the Truth. And 
it is very pleaſant to obſerve learned Men building up witl: 
one Hand, and pulling down with the other ; ſaying aud un- 
ſaying, contradicting themſelves, and expofing their own 
nakedneſs. | ; 

$ Whom ſhould I rather believe concerning God, than 
God himſelf? 

TL mal 


17 | 5 
1 ſhall here recite, for the Entertainment of my Readers, 
the Notion of the Trinity by ſeveral learned Men, to ſhew 
how they contradict, and claſh againſt, each other. 
One Rev. Perſon makes the three Perſons of the Trinity to 
be mere external Relations of the one Subſtance of the Dei 
to Mankind, viz. Creator, Redeemer, and SanCtifierz ſo 
that each Perſon makes a third of God, as Length, Breadth, 
and Thickneſs make a Cube: Valli. Some make the 
Perſons to be eternal Modes of Subſiſtance, or internal Re- 
lations of the Subſtance of the Deity itſelf: Soutb. Some 
maintain three diſtint&t, unequal, eternal Beings ; the firft 
whereof is alone Self-exiftent, and the Second and Third 
' Suberdinate : Fowler, Some maintain Three Diſtinct, eternal, 
equal Beings, 'whoſe Unity is partly Numerical, and partly 
Speciſical. Sherlock. —— Again, ſome make the Doctrine of the 
Trinity to conſiſt in Three diſtin, eternal, perfectly equal 
Beings agreeing in a Specific Unity: Braddech. T hat 
cach Divine Perſon is an individual intelligent Agent: But 
as ſubſiſting in one undivided Subſtance; they are all together 
in that reſpect, but one undivided intelligent Agent. God 
is three Perſons- The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
are three Perſons; every one ſingly God, and altogether 
one God. The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy 
Ghoſt is God, and they are all three the one God: Vater- 
land. I believe that as there is one God, ſo this one 
God, is Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt- This I confeſs, is a 
NN which I cannot paſſibly conceive, yet it is a Truth 
which I can eaſily believe» Yea, zherefore it is fo true that 
I can eafily believe it, becauſe it is ſo high that I cannot poſſi- 
bly conceive it: Biſhop Beweridge, A Triangle a 
Trinity of met.! Bennet. 
Had theſe learned Perſons conſulted the New Teſtament, 
they would have all agreed in one God: one Lord 
one Spirit. But they extracted a Trinity from their Brains 
(already reduced to a Caput - mortuum) as Spiders do Poiſon 
from their Bellies. | 
{© The following crabbed Terms, when dexterouſly managed, 
have performed Wonders : and the:Church-Trinity cannot be 
ſupported without them; tho' not one of them is to be found 
in the Bibles Trjunity, Unitrinity, Perſonality, Effence, 
Subſtance, Ineity, Suppoſitality, Confubſtantiality, Coefſen- 
tiality, lnexiſtence, Hypoſtatis, Homoouſios, Perſcity, Cir- } 
guminceſſion, Innaſcibetity, Trinity, &c. G : 
The 
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3 I 
The Declaration of JESUS CHRIST. 


* A NDhcall no Man your Father upon the Earth; for one 
is your Father which is in Heaven, neither be ye called 
Maſters: for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are 
Brethren. Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me and of my words, 
in this adulterous and ſinful Generation, of him alfo ſhall 
the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory 
of his Father with the Holy Angles. Marth, xxiii. 9. 10. 
Mari, iii. 38 | 
PRINCIPLES or A 


RTICLES F Chriftian Religion in the Words 
Is of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
The Unity of Gov the firſt Article of all Religion. 

© Whoſoever therefore thall break one of theſe leaſt Com- 
mandments, and ſhall teach Men fo, he tha'l be called leaft 
iu the Kingdom of Heaven. Marth v. 19. | 
he fait of all the Commandments is, IIear O Ifrael, the 
Lord our God is One Lord. That they might know Thee, 
ihe only true God. I thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven 
and Earth. God fo loved the Word, that be gave his only 
\begatten San.“ The words of Chriſt. ** For there is Oze God. 


but God is One. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jeius Chriſt- Ore God and Father of all, who is above all.“ 
St. Paul. | 1 

Whoever wants farther Scripture Proof, let him read Dr. 
Clarke's. Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity, and the Appeal! 
and Defence, & Or if any one would ſee the Argument 


for the Unity of God, drawn from his neceſſary or Self-exiftence, 
urged in its full force, may find it in Dr. Samuel Clarke's 
Boyie's Lecture, Part firſt · * 


7 


ARTICL E 11. 


Faith in Jeſus Chriſt the Meſſiah, the firſt Article of Chriſ- 
tian Religion, 1 | : 
The Birth of Chriſt was on this wiſe. His Mother Mary 
was found of Child of the Holy Ghoſt. And behold thou 
malt conceive in thy Womb, and bring forth a Son, and call 
his name Jeſus, He ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the 
Son of the higheſt; and the Lord God thall give unto him 
the Throne of his Father David. A Saviour, which is Chriſt 
the Lord. For God ſo loved the World, that he gave hts 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
not_periſh, but have everlaſting Life. This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. Thou art Chriſt the Son 
of the living God. Jeſus of Nazareth which was a Prophet 
Mighty in Deed and Word, before God. Behold the Lamb 


„ 
of God, which taketh away the fin of the world. We have 
found the Meſſias, which is being interpreted the Chriſt. The 
Father himſelf loveth you, becauſe you have loved me, and 
have believed that I came out from God. For if ye believe not 
that I am he (the Meſſiah) ye ſhall die in your Sins. Come unto 
me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
Reſt- For whoſoever ſhall do the will of my Father who is in 
Heaven, the ſame is my Brother, and Siſter, and Mother, 
Repent ye, and believe the Goſpel, For the Son of Man is 
come to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt, Lord to whom 
ſhall we go? thou haſt the words of eternal Life, Jeſus 1 
anſwered them, and ſaid, my doctrine is not mine, but his that | 
ſent me. Not every one that faith unto me Lord, Lord; but | 
he that doth 7he wwill of my Father which is in heaven. My meat 1 
is to do the will of him that % nt me, and to finiſh his work. 
My Father of whom ye ſay that he is your God. This is the it 
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work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath ſent. 
Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, and yet have believed. And 


as they were eating Jeſus took Bread, and bleſſed, and brake it f 
and gave to the diſciples, and ſaid, Take eat, this is my 1 
body. And he took the Cup, and gave thanks and gave it to them, i 
ſaying, Drink ye all of this, for this is my Blood of the New 8 
Teſtament, which is ſhed for many for the remiſſion of Sins. 4 

And they crucified him. And when jeſus had cried with a loud Þ 


Voice, he ſaid, Father into thy Hands I commend my Spirit: 1 K 
and having ſaid thus, he gave up the Ghoſt. And 7o/eph begged 1 
the 3 laid it in a ſepulchre, where never man before. 


was laid, He is not here; for he is riſen, as he ſaid. I aſcend 1 
unto my Fatber, and to your Father, and to my God and your God, 1 
And 1 will pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another Com- 1 | 
forter, that he may abide with you for ever; the Spirit of | N 
Truth. All Power is given unto me in Heaven and Earth, Go ; 


———- 


ye and make Diſciples of all Nations, baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, He 1 
was received up into Heaven, and fat on the right of God. The | 
Son of Man ſhall come in his Glory, and all the Holy Angels © 
with him; and before him ſhall be gathered all nations; and 4 
then ſhall he reward every man according to his Works. The 
Righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the Son, in the Kingdom of their 
Father. GosPEL. . 

Thou art my Son this Day have I begotten thee. Declared 
to be the Son of God with power. God hath in theſe laſt days 
Nr unto us by his Son. God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Ghoſt and with Power; who went about doing good. 
And hath exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name, to be a King and a Saviour, In all points tempted 
like as we are yet Without Sin. And has put away Sin by the 
iacrifice of himſelf---having nes eternal Redemption 12 ny 
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original Guilt, but alſo for actual ſins of men. 


610) 1 

God ſhall judge the fecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt who hath abo- 
liſhed Death, and bath brought Life and inimortality to light 
by the Goſpel. | | | 

Thus have I ſet before you in a few words the ſcripture Doc- 
trine of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : But your Faith is, I fear, very 
different. You are told, that Chriſt is the eternal God, or equal 
to God, and you greedily embrace theſe falſe Notions. When 
you go to the Lord's Supper, whom do you Remember ? Who 
died for you? 'can you be fo fooliſh as to believe that God died 
for you ? What! God a ſacrifice for his finful Creatures, im- 
poſſible ! It is certainly irrational and unſcriptural to commemo- 
rate Chriſt, who was crucified for as, under the character of 
ſupreme God. I pray God to open your Eyes, that you may 
ſee the Truth, as it in Jeſus. | . 

To fear God aud keep his Commandments, is the Summary 


of the old Jeſtament; and to believe that jeſus Chriſt is come in 


the Flesh, is the Compendium of the New. Whoſoever can 
nove his Obedience and Faith, by theſe two plain duties, ful- 
Is the Law and the Cofpel. Whoſoever ſhall confeſs that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, God doc llech in him and he in 


God. Whoſoever believeth that Jeſus is i Chriſt, is born of God. 


„ 7 1 e * 1 


The Son which is the Word of the Father, begotten from ewer- 
Hing of the Father, the very and etornal Cod; of one Subflance 


| ewith ihe Father, took Man's Nature in the Womb of the bie ſſed 


Virgin, of her Subftance ; fo that ravs, whole and perfect Natures, 
that is to ſay, the God-head and Manhvod, were joined together in on- 
Perſon, never to be divided; whereof is one Chriſt very God and 
very Man, who truly ſuffered; was crucified, dead and buried, to 
reconcile his Father to us, and to be a Sacrifice not only for 


o 


This Article is evidently falſe, becauſe it is a Contradiction. 
It is univerſally acknowledged by ad Men, that Chriſt is neither 
ſelf-exiſtent, nor independent, and therefore cannot be he very 
and eternal Goa: and the Article overthrows itſelf in one Word, 
Begotten. 22 "oF | 
Now in the #/ Article, it being ſaid, that,“ in the Unity 
of this Godhead, there be three Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt,” the plain meaning of this Part of the ſecond Article, is 
this, that this one Perſon Chrif, in whom were fine the whole 


and perfect Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and the whole 
and perfect Wanhoed, the human Soul and Body, fuffered, was 
dead and buried, to reconcile his Father to us; that is, the 
Father of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, joined togetber 
with the whole and perfect Manhood, in one Perſon. * 
8 r . | hes 


| „ | 
then 1 would aſk, ** Who, or what, is this Father of 
This account of the eternal, unchangeable God, is too ſhocking | 
to dwell upon. Was ever any thing more grols aſſerted, of the 
\ | 


Deity, by Hobbs, Spineza, or Epicurus * / 


Obſerve Ox THOD OXY upon this Article. 


The Son, when he came into the World,-glorifed not himſelf, 
but his Father. And teaching his Diſciples, ſaying, My Father 
Is than I: Athanaſius, That the Son, even as he is 
God, is leſs than the Father : Bp. Pull. The Father is greater; 
1 know him, ſaith Chriſt, for 7 am from him. Chiiſt is God, 
but of God: Bp. Pear/on. O Son of David, have mercy upon 
vs: Litany. Proofs of the inferiority of the Son would be in- 
finite; for the moft zealous Athanaſiaus have confeſſed that the 


Son received his being from the Father; and he declared him- - 


felf, that he is a Creature of the one great Cob and Father of 
all, who is the Fountain all of Being and all Exiſtence. 


ARTICLE mi. 
Of the going down of Chriſt into Hell. 


As Chriſt died for us and was buried: ſo alſo it is to be be* 
i wed, that he went down into Hell. 
That Chriſt died and was buried is very true. But that he 
went to the Devil, no Body whil aſſert that believes the Goſpel ; 
becauſe nothing like it is found there. Chrift, that is, God and 
Man went down into Hell : If this article, as Bp. Burnet ob- 
ſerves, is capable of three different Senſes, all three, both literal 
and grammatical, and there is nothing in the Article itſelf to 
determine in which of the three it is to be underſtood : then it has 
no Senſe at all. 
That the latter Part of this Atticle is falſe, I call Chritt 
himſelf to witneſs. And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Verily I ſay 
unto thee, to-day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. 


A'R-T:1.CL:8-/ 3v. 
Of the Reſarrecbion of CHRIST. 


That Chrift did truly riſe again from Death, and took 
again his Body, with Fleſp, Bones, and all Things appertaining to 
the Perfection of Man's Nature, wherewith he aſcenged into Heaven, 
and there ſitteth, until he return to judge all Men at the laſt 

Day. > 
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That Chrift did truly riſe again from Death, is a grand 

Truth: But that he fits at the right Hand of God in the arc 
Body, St. Paul tells us is not true. 1 Cor. xv. 50. Now this I 

ſay, Brethren, that Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the King- 

dom of Heaven; neither Corruption inherit Incorruption. 

Again, Phil. iii, 21. Who ſhall change our vile Fody, that it 
may be faſhioned like anto his gforious Body, or the Body of 
his Glory, | 


ARTICLE v. 
Cf the HOLY GHOST. 


The Holy Ghoſt proceeding from the Father and the Son, 
is of one Subflance, Majefly and Glory, with the Father and the Son, 
very and eternal God. * 

A third eternal God proceeding from two eternal Gods, one 
of whom died, is a greater Curioſity than any in the Britiſh 
Muſeum. "3 | 
The Church ſhall firſt confute this Article; and then I will 
bring Scripture to overthrow it. OE 


thy Holy Spirit. And take not 2% Holy Spirit from vs. Almighty 
and everlaſting God! It thy Holy Spirit ever be with them. 
O Father of Mercies, and God of all Comfort — ſtrengthen 
him—— with thy Grace and Holy Spirit. And that you will 
continually pray to God the Father, by the Mediation of our only 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, fer the heavenly Affiftance of the Holy Ghoſe. 
See the common Prayer Bock. 

I caft out Devils by the Spirit of Gd. ſeſus returned in the 
Power of fhe Spirit. God giveth not the Spirit by Meaſure uno 
Bim. Ye ſhall receive Power, after that the Holy Ghoft is come 
upon you. He ſhall &aprize you with the Holy Ghoſt, Except a 
man be horn of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God. The Love of God is ſhed abroad in your Hearts by the 
Holy Spirit. As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the Sons of God. The Holy Get. The Power of the High}. 
The Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from the Fatlier. Be- 
cauſe zhe Spirit is Truth. And grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
God. There is ane Spirit, — one Lord, One God and Fa- 
ther of all, who is above all. ——He that hath an Ear let him 
hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches. | 
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Almighty God! graft that we——may daily be renewed & 
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CHRISTIAN ARTICLES, 
L OV E Article III. 


A new Commandment I give unto you, That ye Love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye alſo love one another. 
By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have 
Love one to another. This is my Commandment; That ye love 
one another, as I have loved you: Greater Love hath no 
Man than this, that a Man lay down his Life for his Friends. 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with 
all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, and with all thy Strength : 
this is the firſt Commandment. And the ſecond, Thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf: there is none other Command- 
ment greater than theſe. Let Love be without Diſſimulation. 
Abhor that which is evil, cleave to that which is good. Be 
kindly affectioned one to another, with brotherly Love. And 
though I give my Body to be burned, and have not Charity 
(Lowe) it profiteth me nothing. And walk in Love, as Chriſt, 
alſo hath loved us, and hath given himſelf for us. Whatſoever 
things are lovely. And this is his Commandment that we ſhould 
believe on the Name of his Son 7%. Chrift, and love one 
another, as he gave us Commandment, PFeloved, let us love 
one another : for Love is of God ; and every cne that loveth 
is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not, 
knoweth not God; for God is Love. | 

Chriſtian Religion is Love; and Love is the Perfection of a 
Chriſtian, 


» 
TR UT He Article IV. 


And ye ſhall know the Truth, and the truth hall make you 
free, When the Spirit of Truth is come he will guide you 
into all Truth, To this End was I born, and for this Cauſe 
eame I into the world, that I ſhould bear witneſs unto the 
Truth, Every one that is of the Truth, heareth my Voice. 
Who changeth the Truth of God into a Lye, and worſhippeth 
and ſerveth the Creature more than the Creator, who is bleſs- 
ed for ever, Amen. Who did hinder you, that ye ſhould not 
obey the Truth. Whatſoever things are true. From the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of the Father, in Truth and Love. Turn- 
ing to Ged from Idols, to ſerve the living and true God, 
Theſe Things ſaith the Amen, the faithful and true Witneſs, 
the beginning of the Creation of God. Reſiſting the Truth, 
Men of corrupt Minds. They turn away their Ears from the 
Truth, and ſhall be turned unto Fables. | 

Buy the Tratb, and ſell it not: Solomon. Truth is the Com- 
panion of God: PH. Jud. Truth is a ſweet Thing. Plut. A 
good 


good Man loves the Truth, becauſe it is the Truth: Maim. of 
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all the good Thiggs in the World Truth is the beſt, and Falſe- 
hood is the utmoſt boundary of all Evil : Ba Pythagoras 
being aſked, What it was that any Mau cculd do like what 
God does, anſwered, ſpeak the Truth. 


ART ICE VI. 


Ot the ſufficiency of the holy Scriptures for Salvation. 


Holy Scripture containeth all things neceſſary to Salvation : 


ſo that whatſoever-is not read therein, nor may be prove 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it ſhould be 
believed as an Article-of the Faith, or to be thought requitite 
or geceſſary to Salvation, &c. 

A true Proteſtant ' Article this; but how contrary to the 
others ? — The Bible is the Religion of Proteſtants.“ Search 
the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal Life, and 
they are they which teſtify of me. John v. 29. All Scripture 
is given by inſpiration of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, 
for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs. 
2 Tim. iii. 16. This Article may be juſtly conſidered as tha 
grand Foundation, on which the Church of England is found- 
ed. It had no right to exiſt at firſt but upon the glorious Pri- 
vilege of Chriſtians to ſearch the Scriptures, and form their 
Faith and Practice upon the expreſs Declarations of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, without any Regard to the greateſt Authority 
upon Earth. Neither can the contfary be maintained without 
relapſing into the eſſential Principles of Popery. The very 
ſame Arguments, which juſtified our firſt Reformers, in depart- 
ing from the Corruptions of the Church of Rome, will equally 
Juſtify us in proteſting. againſt any of their Decrees, if they 
be found upon Examination, diſagrceable to the Word of God. 
But tho' this Article appears highly rational, and worthy of a 
Chriſtian Society, yet it deſerved a Review upon account of 
its Catalogue of - canonical Books, in the Number of which the 
Song of Solomon is included. But tlus, as it has been nicely 


examined by ſome learned Perſons, ſhould be excluded from 


„ 


* How ought we then tc value our Bibles, daily to read 
them, and ſearch ourſelves for thoſe 'Treafures of Wiſdom 
nd Knowledge: and how jealous ſhould we be of truſting our 
emporal and Eternal Happineſs to the Judgment” and con- 


duct of others, who for the moſt Part, from imbibed Prejudices 


or worſe Defigns, repreſent the moſt ridiculous, chimerical, ab- 
ſurd, contradictory, and immoral Opinions, to be fundamen- 
tal Articles of Chriſtianity. | | | 

Lora : the 


n 
the Number of Canonical Books, Let any unprejudiced Per- 
ſon read it with ordinary Attention, and he will naturally 
think it one of Solomon's love-Songs, that upon the Face of 
g it has no more Relation to Chriſt and his Church. than a Paſ- 
9 toral bf Theocritus, Virgil, or Pope. This Bock is never 
LL cited in the New Teſtament: whereas if it had referred to 
Chriſt and his Church, and the Apoſtles had entettained this 
Notion of it, 'tis really incredible that this ſhould have hap- 
rened; for it is well known that the Jews were deeply preju- 
died againſt the Admiſſion of the Gentiles into the Fold of the 
Chiirch ; and conſequently the Apoſtles would have gladly 
endeavoured to conyince them from this Song of Solomon, 
that the call of the Gentiles was fignified by God in this 
allegorical Piece. Again, the Word, God, is not mentioned 
thro* the whole, which, in a ſuppoſed allegorical Deſcription 
of Chriſt and his Church, could ſcarce have been conceived, 
But if any one defires farther Satisfaction, let him conſult Mr. 
Whiſton's Supplement to his Eſſay towards reſtoring the true 
Text of the Old Teſtament ; and likewiſe a Diſſertation on 
the Song of Solomon; with the original Text divided accord- 
fo the Metre, and a Poetical Verſion. Printed for Mil- 

r, 1751. 3 
Ik, the Holy Scripture contains all Things neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, which is the folemn Determination of the Church it- 
ſelf, it ſeems very abſurd and unreaſonable, that the Profeffors 
of this Determination ſhould pay ſo little regard to Scripture 
Doctrines, and ſhould treat the plain ſimplicity of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt with ſo much Contempt, and even Averſion, that if 
any Perſon openly defends the Unity of God in the literal 
and rational Senſe, the grand Principle of natural and revealed 
Religion, he is neceſſarily cut off from all Hopes of Preferment 
in the Church, and will certainly meet with Difficulties and 

iſcouragements, if not direct Perſecution. 

Who expelled Mr. Whifton ? the churchmen of Cambridge. 
Who attempted to proſcribe Dr. Clarke ? the Churchmen of the 
Lower Houſe of Convocation. Who took counſel againſt the 
Biſhop of Clogher ? the great churchmen of Treland. Who 
Proſecuted Dr. Carter in the Eccleſiaſtical Court? the church- 
Officers of Deal, at the inftigation, as it is ſaid, of a Church- 

man of that Place. Who proſecuted Mr. Enhn in Ireland, 
and Meſſieurs Pierce, Withers and Hallet, in England? The Diſ- 
ſenting Clergy, abetted by ſome great Chyichmen" of the ef. 

tabliſhed Church.“ And who * *#***#* #6 | 
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De Cenfeſſional. The Author of which work deſerves the 
Thanks of every Chriſtian. | 
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Hear the Word of the Lord. 

He that hath my Word, let him ſpeak my Word faithfully. 
What is the chaff to the Wheat? ſaith the Lord. Thou ſhalt 
worſhip no other God! for the Lord, whoſe name is Jealous, 
is a Jealous God. Thou therefore gird up thy Loins, and arife 
and ſpeak unto them all that I command thee: be not diſmay- 
ed at their Faces, leſt I confound thee before them. Son of 
Man, I have made thee a Watchman unto the Houſe of Jae; 
therefore hear the Word of my Mouth, and give them Warn- 
ing from me. | t 
Then faid Jeſus unto his Diſciples, If any Man will come af- 
ter me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs and fol- 
low me. For whoſoever will ſave his Life ſhall loſe it; and 
whoſoever will loſe his Life for my ſake ſhall find it. We are 
not as many which corrupt the Word of God ; but as of fin- 
uk but as of God, in the ſight of God, ſpeak we in 

riſt. 


ARTICLE. VII. 


The three Creeds, Nice Creed, Athana/ius's Creed, and that 
which is commonly ealled the 4 Creed, ought throughly ta 
be received and believed, for they may be proved by moſt certain Ware 
rants of Holy Scripture. 1 8 0 

Perhaps enough has been ſaid upon the Athanaſian Creed in 
my firſt Arrempr ; were I challenged the World to produce 
one plain Text of Scripture to prove that the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt are the one God, or to be worſhipped as 
the one God of Chriſtians. But nothing like it in anſwer 
has been ſhewn. Thank God, the Scripture ſtands clear of 
ſuch abominable Abſurdities ! | 

Nor can I, ſays a learned Writer, ſubſcribe to that part of 
the eighth Article, where it is ſaid, that“ the Athanaſian 

Creed ought throughly to be received and believed, and that 
it may be proved by certain Warrants of holy Scripture ;” 
for I think this Creed contradicts ig, Scripture, and common 
Senſe, Nor thoſe horrid Clauſes, in it, in which all are con- 
demned eve:laſtingly, who do not believe this heap of Con- 
tradictions · Theſe have been often noticed and complain- 
ed of, but hitherto to no purpoſe. This Athanaſian Doctrine, 
which hath been look'd upon, as the moſt ſacred, important 
Article of the Chriſtian faith; and the belief of it, as neceſſary 
toSalvation ; and the Denial of it, as deſerving of, and hath 

accordingly 


. Letters, &c. 
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accordingly been puniſhed' with the moſt. cruel, painful 
Dezth. I mean that abſurd Doctrine, if nonſenſe and contra- 
didtion may be ſaid to be Doctrine, that there are three 
Perſons in the Godhead ; every one of whom is' God, in the 
ſame ſenſe, and yet there is but one God.” If this be true, 
then any thing may be true, or falſe; or true and falſe at the 
ſame Time; and there could be. no ſuch thing as, Knowledge 
and Reaſon, in the World. But for all, the Athanaſian 
Trinity is ill the choat-pear of chriſtianity. 

To multiply Creeds, is to multiply error. However the 
Creed I ſhall ſet before you, is proved by moſt certain Warrant 4 
holy Scripture ; and I hope will give no offence to any. I ſhall 
call it our Saviour's Creed. And this is Life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true Gop, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
thou haſt ſent.” John xvii, 3. That the only true God is the 
Father, and that Chriſt is the Mefbah, I ſhall in few words 
demonſtrate. O Father, Lord of Heawen and Earth. Our 


Father who art in Heaven. My Father, of whom ye ſay that 


he is your God. The will of God my Father: the Words of 
Chriſt.— To Us there is but One God the Father. God the 


Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : St. Paul.——It is amazing to 


me that thoſe that call themſelves Chriftians, neither beheve 
Jeſus Chriſt to be what he 1s, nor believe what he ſays. Remem- 
ber, Pehold, to obey is better than Sacrifice: and to hearken, 
than the fat of Rams. For Rebellion is the Devil. But L 
return to prove Chriſt the Meſſiah. 


Thon art the Chriſt, the Son of the Higheſt; and the Lord 


God ſhall give unto lum the Throne of his Father David. 
We have found the Meſſiah, which is being interpreted the 
Chriſt. Jeſus faith unto him, I that ſpeak unto thee, am be. 
For Maſes truly ſaid, A Prophet ſhall the Lord your God 
raiſe up unto you, of your brethren, like unto me; &. I for- 
bear multiplying Texts, becauſe it has given offence“. 


A TIL. 


© Original Sin is the fault or corruption, of the nature of every 
Man, that naturally is engendered of the offspring of Adam? 


* 
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What need (ſays Dr. Waterland to Dr. Clarke) for 
citing zoo Texts, wide of Purpoſe, to prove what no Body 
denies, namely a Sutordination'””—1 beg my Readers to obſerve 


that Dr. Waterland has in one word demoliſhed the labours of 
his whole life, in allowin 


up the Point. | | 
— 1 In 


g a Subordination, which is giving 
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In every Perfon born into this World, deſerveth God's Wrath 
and Damnation *!” | | WOE 


Shocking! was there ever any thing ſo wicked? I wonld 
not be the author of this and the 17th Article, for all the 
World — 1e put a'fmilar Caſe: My Father, before I was 
born, robbed an Orchard, ftble an Apple, was diſcovered, 
and made fatisfaftion ; yet nevertheleſs 1 muſt be hanged for 
it,—Adam diſobeyed God, was punifhed for his Sin, and 
turned ont of Paradiſe before he had a Child, and yet all his 
Sons and Daughters to the lateſt Poſterity muſt go to the Devil 
for his Tranfgreſfion. Is this jquſſice? Adam has indeed 
left us 2 Legacy (thank him) Death, Diſeafe, aud Pain. For 
as iq Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. 
Thanks be to God, which giveth us the Victory through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt " | 
There is another kind of original Sin co-eval with the for- 
mer, and equally true + but with difference, for as in the firſt, 
the Guilt of one is laid to all; ſo in this the faults of all are 
laid ro one: I mean, the vulgar notion of fathering all our 
crimes on the Devil. If murder is committed, the Devil is 
the Principal. If a Man hangs himſelf the Devil fixes the 
Cord, &c. Alas! poor Devil. Of all Sins that is called original 
in this Article, is the moſt Infernal. | | 
How Adam's eating the forbidden fruit, ſhould be the fin, 
or fault, of his poſterity; who were not in being, when he 
committed that ſin 3 is impoſſible to conceive. Si is a per- 
ſonal thing; not transferable, from one to another. The Sin 
any more than the Pain of one man cannot be the Sin of ano- 
ther, by imputation, or any other way, unleſs this man cen 
become that man, and that man this man. Sin in the Tranſgreſ- 
' fron of the Law. And by this a man becomes guilty z not by 
the impotation of the tranfgrefſon of the Law. heſides that, 
to charge a Perſon with the Guilt of any Sin, committed by 
another, in which he had no Haad at all, and to which he was 
not in the leaſt acceflary, in any reſpect, (which was the caſe 
of Adam's Poſterity, with regard to this original Sin) is plainly 
 a'falſe Charge, and argues Injuſtice, or Ignorance. | 
- But it may be ſaid, that by Birth-Sin, or fault, in this 
Article is meant, not guilt, but moral defect, moral infection, 
or corruption. Let it then be underftood, in this ſenſe, 
and. let ſuch corruption be here ſuppoſed ; yet is it not in- 
conſiſtent with any right notion which we can form of Juſtice, 


— 
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Was the Devil ever painted in ſuch horrid Colours, as 
the one great good;God;zis in this and ſome others of the 39 
Articles? 


| { 19+) ; 
or righteouſneſs, to ſay, as it is faid, in the following part of 
this Article, that this Corruption, which is not our Guilt,. but 
our unhappineſs ©** in every Perſon born into the World, deſer- 
veth God's Wrath and Damnation?“ Let us reflect a moment 
upon the horrid Cruelty and more than Deviliſh Barbarity im- 
plied in this dreadful Article: all Children born into the World 
deſerve God's wrath and Damnation upon account of a corrup- 
tion of Natute derived from. Adam. The true Idea of God's 
wrath and Damnation, according to the known ſenſe of the 
compilers, neceſſarily ſignifies moſt amazing Tormenrs in Hell- 
fre, millions and millions and millions of Ages, without any 
Poſſibility of Releaſe as being coeternal with the Creator 
himſelf : And all this for being born into the World and hav- 
ing ſuch a Nature as the Almighty thought fit to beſtow upon 
them, and conſequently for no Fault of their own, or if an 
Fault was committed, it was done thouſands of Years before 
they were born. If the Bible contained ſuch an infinitely ab- 
ſurd and moſt cruel Doctrine, it would be a demonftra- 
tion, that it never came from the God of Truth, and merci- 
ful Father of all rational Beings ;—even the Authority of 
Miracles, or an Angel from Heaven, would be inſufficient to 
- eftabliſh the belief of it in the minds of thinking Perſons. 
But to our infinite Satisfaction, the Scripture rightly inter- 
preted, is a Stranger to this infernal Doctrine. I think, the 
truth is, that Adam's cating of the forbidden Fruit, is nei- 
ther the Guilt, nor the Corruption of every one, or any one, 
that naturally is ingendered of his offspring. Man is born like 
a wild Aſs's Colt. A new born Infant has no more notion of 
moral good and evil; and therefore no more capable of moral 
pravity or corrupton, while in that ſtate of Infancy, than a 
wild A/s's Colt. Morcover, the Body is not a ſubject, capable 
of moral Corruption. This can exiſt only in the Soul, which 
is intelligent aud conſcious ; and therefore, cannot be propa- 
gated from Father to Son by Generation. | 
The next Clauſe in this Article, is, I think repugnant to the 
whole tenor of Scripture, ** And this infection of nature doth 
remain; yea, even in them that are regenerated, whereby the 
luſt of the fleſh is not ſubject to the Law of God.”—Now 1 
Cannot reconcile this with the following Texts of Scripture. 
They that are Chriſt's, have crucified the Fleſh, with the 
Afﬀetions and Luſts. Whatſoever is born of God, overcom - 
eth the World, knowing this, that our old man is crucified 
with him; that the Body of Sin might be deftroyed, that 
henceforth we ſhould not ſerve Sin; for he that is dead, is 
freed from Sta. Eut I keep under my Pody, and bring it 
into Subjection. ; 
I haſten to give this Article a Total overthrow, in the 
Words of our Sayiour- | 
| G Suffer 


6309 | 4 
Suffer little Children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of ſuch is the kingdom of God. Verily I ſay unto 
you whoſoever ſhall not receive the kingdom of God as a 
nts Child, ſhall in no wiſe enter therein. Luke xvii, 16, 17, 
Even ſo it is not the will of your Father wbich is in Heaven, 
that one of theſe little ones ſhould Periſh. Matth. xviil. 14. 


ARTICLE X. Of Free-Will. 


The condition of Man aſter the Fall of Adam, is ſuch that 
e cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his own natural 
Strength and good Works to Faith and calling upon God : 
Wherefore we have no Power to do good Works pleaſant and 
acceptable to God, without the Grace of God by Chriſt pre- 
venting us, that we may have a good Will, aud working with 
us when we have that good Will.” _ 


Being ignorant of Grammar; all I make of this Article is, 
that we are Free, only that we are not Free. We move ſo long as 
we are acted upon, and ſo does a Wind-Mill. This is certain, 
that without Freedom of Will, there can be no Religion, no 
Virtue, or Vice, no Reward, or Puniſhment. The Promiſes 
and Threatnings of the Goſpel are of no uſe: nor exhorta- 
tions to Repentance of any ſervice. 

As to the Liberty of human Actions, I leave every one to 
-prove it to themſelves. We have a Power to change, from 
tter to worſe; or from worſe to better. We can make a 
thouſand Free Motions, we can riſe, or if we pleaſe, ſit ſtill.— 
Up and try. It is a notion of all Enthuſiaſts, eſjecially the 
Merbodiſis, that we can do nothing of ourſelves ; but that all 
the Good we do, is done by the Spirit of God: and all the 
Evil by the Devil. It ſeems the Holy Spirit Tugs at one 
Hand, and the Devil at the other, and he has got the 
right. | 
| 41 come now to demoliſh this Article in the Words of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. | | 

If thou wilt enter into Life, keep the Commandments. 
Repent and believe the Goſpel. Take herd what you hear, 
Take heed therefore how ye hear. But he faid, yea, rather 
bleſſed are they that hear the Word of God and keep it. Take 
heed therefore that the Light which is in thee be not Darkneſs, 
So is he that layeth up Treaſure for himſelf, and is not rich to- 
wards God.—— Yea, and why even of yourſelves judge ye 
not what is Right? Strive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate. And 


not be my Diſciple. Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal Life, and they are they which teſtity 
of me. If ye continue in my Word, then are ye my 1 Fore 
. ; | a 15 indeed. 
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whoſoever doth not bear his Croſs, and come after me, can- 
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i 2100 
indeed. If ye know theſe things, happy are 7 if ye do them. 
Ye are my Friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you. 

Jeſus anſwered them, Do ye now believe? Whoſoever ſhall do 

the Will of my Father which is in Heaven. Come unto me, 

all ye that Labour, and are heavy laden, and Iwill give you 
reſt: GosPEL. Theſe—fſearched the Scriptures daily 
whether thoſe things were jo. If thou continue in his goodneſs; 
otherwiſe, thou ſhalt be cut off, Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good. Awake to Righteouſneſs and Sin 
not; for ſome have not the knowledge of God: | ſpeak this 
to your ſhame. Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the Faith, quit 
urſelves like Men; be ſtrong, Stand faſt therefore in the 
iberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and be not in- 
tangled again in the Yoke of Bondage. But be ye doers of 
the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own ſelves. 

Give diligence to make your calling and Election ſure: for if 

ye do theſe things ye ſhall never fall. But grow in Grace and 

in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. He 
that doth Good, is of God; but he that doeth Evil, hath not 
ſeen God: Epiſtles of Paul, &c. 

Turn ye unto me, ſaitl- the Lord of Hoſts, and I will turn 
unto you. When the wicked Man turneth away from his 
Wickedneſs, &c. Behold, the Fear of the Lord that is Free- 
dem, and to depart from evil, is Trae Liberty. I will walk at 
Liberty for I ſeek thy Commandments. Waſh and be clean. 
Repent and be forgiven. You have a Soul that is abſolutely 
Free, You were not created a Sinner, nor do you commit 


chooſes to do the thing, God is not to blame : Max. Tyr. 


Aer A. 


Of the Juſtification of Man. 


* We are accounted Righteous before God, only for the 
Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, and not 
for our own Works or deſervings. Wherefore, that we are 


juſtified by Faith only, is a moſt wholſome Doctrine, and very 
Comfort.” 


This Article, is not only an expreſs contradiction to ſcrip- 
ture; but a moſt dangerous deceit. For whoever builds his 
Salvation on Faith only, will fear never reach+-Heaven. Iis 
our good Works, that will fave us. We mult imitate the 
moral Perſections of the Deity. He hath ſhewed thee, O man, 
what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do Juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk bumbly with 
thy Gd? Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, 


thall 


whoredom by Chance: Cyril. The Fault lies in him who 


| | 'C 22 U 

ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven: but he that ab// 
the will of my Father which is in Heaven. I tell you, I 
know not whence you are; depart from me all ye workers of 
Iniquity. Bleſſed are they that hear the Word of God, and 
keep it. Little Children let no man deceive you ; he that 
doeth righteouſneſs, is righteous. Not the hearers of the Law 
are juſt before God, but the Doers of the Law thall be juſti- 
fied. Whatſoever a Man ſoweth that ſhall he alſo recap. Him 
that finneth againſt me, ſaith God, will 1 4/4 out of my Book, 
Bleſſed are they that d his Commandments, that they may have 
Right to the Tree of Life, 

he Goſpel ſtands firm upon hit Foundation, Let every on- 
that nameth the Name of Chrift, depart from Iniquity ; and any 
ether Foundation, a man can poſſibly build upon, will fail 
him as the looſe Sand; yet nevertheleſs ſuffer themſelves to be 
impoſed upon with ſo ſtrange a deluſion, as to reconcile the 
continuance of ſome ſinful Practice or other, with the hope of 
Salvation; in reliance, either upon the Goedne/s of God, or upon 
the MERITS of CHRIST, or upon {xterceſfion of Saints, or upon 
the 4b/olutions of the Priet, or upon the Sacraments of the Church, 
or upon notions of unconditionate Predeftination, or upon a 
Death Bed Repentance, or upon the Strength or Righteouſneſs of their 
Faith, in believing things they underſtand nothing of, and in 
adhering zealouſly to certain Parties of Men. Which laſt, is per- 
& of all others the greazeff and moſt extenſive Delution : 

ke. a 


ANTI LE XIII. 
Of Works before Juſtification. 


Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpiration 
of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to Gd; ue aoub; not but they 
have the Nature of Sin. 


That is, if a man, before he is a Chriſtian ; ſhould out of 
Love and Compaſſion, Feed the Hungry, cloath the Naked, 
and ſuccour the Diſtreſſed; in a Word, Love his Neighbour 
as himſelf: He is a Sinner in the ſight of God; and mutt do 
ſo no more. Our Saviour in his Story of the good Samaritan 
has plucked this Article up by the Roots, and at the concluſion 
ſays, Go, and do thou likewiſe, What! go thou, and do that, 
which hath in it the Nature of Sin! Corneliut the Roman Cen- 
turion is ſaid to be a devout Man; and one that feared God, 
with all his Houſe ; and gave much Alms to the People ; and 
prayed to God alway. Now, this was his Character, before 
he had ever heard the Goſpel preached ; while he was a 

ſtranger 


1 | 
to the Grace of Chrift ;, and yet it is ſaid, his Prayers 

ON Aſs were Ate up, for a Memorial, before God. 
Moreover, according to this Article, no Man before the 
Grace of God, can do any thing to procure that Grace, or make 
himſelf meet for it, unleſs he can procure it by ſinning againſt 
1 God. —- $0 that all Application; all Prayer, to the God of all 
Pp Grace, by Man, in this State, that is, before the Grace of Gid, 
5 is plainly diſcouraged by this Article. According to it, all 
ſuch Application would be not only altogether unſucceſsful, but 

likewiſe fafu/, in them. 


ö VAL 


Of predeſtination and Election“. 


% Predeſtination to Liſe is the everlaſting purpoſe of God, 
whereby, before the Foundations ot the World were laid, 4 
| hat 
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* The Scripture notion of Predeſtination is nothing more 
than God's Purpoſe to call the Gentiles or Heathens, as well 
as theJews, to the knowledge of the Goſpel; more particularly, 
St. Paul's gth Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans was in- 
tended to prove that it was agreeable to the uſual methods of 
God's Pro\ idental Diſpenſations to beſtow extraordinary 
Favours or external Priviledges upon ſome People, and not 
grant the ſame to other People ; and that as the Jews in gene- 
ral would not receive the Goſpel, when it was offered to them 
in the moſt advantageous manner, becauſe the Meſſiah did not 
appear with a Crown upon his Head; ſo they were juſtly cut 
oft from being the People of God ; and the Gentiles, who 
readily cloſed in with the gracious offers of Salvation, were 
t elected into the Church. But notwithſtanding their Election, 
or their being taken into the Church, they were not elected to 
þ cternal Life unleſs they improved the Favour of Election to 
the grand Purpoſe of Holineſs, which muſt depend upon their 
& own endeavours, and a free Uſe* of the glorious means put 
into their Power, as St. Paul has particularly obſerved ch. xi. 
| of this Epiſtle ; and which Doctrine indeed is inculcated 
throngh all his Epiſtles, and thoſe of the other Apoſtles. This 
plain State of the Caſe cuts up by the Roots the horrid Doc- 
trine of Predeſtination, as fet forth in modern Articles. No 
Nation under Heaven hath received greater Bleſſings from 
God, than we. We have had the Goſpel in our Hands above 
200 Years: Have we lived agreeable to it? Have we made 2 
ſuitable return of Gratitude for it? Do we yet believe it, fo 

| a8 
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( 24 ) 
hath conſtantly Decreed, by his Counſel ſecret to us, to de- 
liver from Curſe and Damnation, thoſe whom he hath choſen 
in Chrift out of Mankind, and to bring them, by Chris, to 
everlaſting Salvation, as Veſſels made to honour, &c.“ 


Here Aan and all his Poſterity, are conſidered as under 
. Carſe and Damnation, when God made this Decree; and there- 
fore as guilty, in his fight, as having tranſgreſſed his Law; 
for nothing but Guilt can ſubject a moral Agent to Curſe and 
Damnation. Not on account of afual, but original Sin, or the 
Sin of Adam, according to the ninth Article. For no Man could 
be guilty of actual Sin, or in his own Perſon 1ranſgreſs the Law 
of God, before he had a Being, or before he was capable of 
finning. Now what a ſhocking repreſentation have we here, 
fet before us, of the Divine Being ! God, beholding the 
whole human Race lying in Guilt, and under eternal — and 
Damnation; all in the ſame helpleſs, miſerable, compaſliouable 
State; into which they were brought, by a meer arbitrary, 
ſovereign Act of his Will, decreed to deliver ſome, a certain 
determinate Number of them, from this State, and to bring 
them by Cri unto everlaſting Salvation; having no Mercy 
or Compaſſion on the reſt ; but leaving them to periſh eter- 
nally, without Remedy, without any poſſibility of being de- 
Jivered from that Curſe and Damnation, to which he had ſut- 
jected them. If God decreed to deliver only ſome, from Curſe 
and Damnation, even thoſe whom he bath choſen in Chrift out of Man- 
_ tind; then the reſt are left, under Cur/e and Damnation. They 
are left to periſh for ever, without any help, or Remedy. 

They are paſſed by, they are rejected, that is, reprobated. 
To repreſent God, as having created rational Beings, capa- 
ble of Happineſs and Miſery; and immediately, upon their 
coming into Being, ſubjecting them to guilt, to Curſe and Dan- 
nation, by an axJitrary AR of his Will; and then leaving them 
| | in 
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as to influence our Practice? I fear we do not. If ſo, may not 
God very juſtly reject Us, and daſh us in Pieces, as a Pottc: 
does a faulty Veſſel ? 

The Idea given of God in this Article, is really ſhocking ; 
repreſeating him as making ſome of Mankind happy, and 
others eternally miſerable, without any Reaſon, only 
becauſe he takes pleaſure in the Ruin of countleſs Num- 
bers. A fine Picture this of the o»/y good Being in the Uni- 
verſe. The Pope advances his Favourites to the higheft Dig- 

nities in the Popedom; and thoſe that offend him, he ſends 
to the Inquiſition to be roaſted. Which is the greateſt Tyrant, 
God or the Pope? . 


e 1 
zu this miſerable condition, not havirg Mercy or Compaſſion, 
the Work of his Hands; nay, infliting on them, everlaſt- 
ing Puniſhment; for what was abſolutely, and ever out of their 
Power to avoid; is to repreſent him a- s what he is not, 
It is demonſtrable, from Neaſen, that the one, only, eternal, 
_ neceſſary, ſelf-exiſtent, intelligent Being. is good and bene wolent : 
And ſuch, he manifeſts himſelf to be, in his government of this 
World, and his Providence towards Mankind, His tender 
 Mercies are over all his Works, He taketh care of, and pro- 
videth for, the Children of Men, as a tender Parent. The Earth 
is full of his Goodneſs, Yea, he is kind, even 10 the unthantful, 
and to the Evil, He bears long with wicked and ungodly Men, 
that they may Repent of their Sins, and eſcape the Puniſhment 
due to them. . | 
As the Doctrine contained in this Article, is contrary to what 
Reaſen and Experience teach us of God; ſo it is to the whole 
Tenour of the /acred Scriptures, Herein we are aſſured that 
God hath mo Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked ; and that he is 
not willing that any ſhould Periſb, but that all ſhauld come to Repen- 
tance, Therefore he ſent his Son, to be the Savicur of Mankind, 
to be a Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World, For God is 
mo reſpenter of Per/ons, Chrift taſted Death for every Man, Whoſo- 
eber ſhall call on the Name of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved. Pelieve 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved and thy Houſe, 
The Precepts and Exhortations, the Declarations and Promiſes 
of the Goſpel, are general. They relate, or belong, not to a 
certain Number, ſelected out of Mankind; but to all Men 
alike. Mercy and forgiveneſs is preached, through Chriſt, to all 
that repent, and he invites all, that labour, and are heavy laden, 
to come unto him, that they may find Rꝙ to their Souls; and pro- 
Miſes, that he will, in no wiſe, caſt out any one, that cometh to 
him. He aſſures us, that our heavenly Father will give his 
holy Spirit to them who aſk him, who giveth to all Men liber- 
ally, and upbraide th not. ' 
Again, this Article contradicts ſome others of the Articles. 
If God purpoſed to bring, ovly ſome, out of Mankind by 
Chriſt, to everlaſting Salvation; then this plaivly follows, that 
Chris is the Redeemer, or Saviour only of thoſe, who were 
choſen out of Mankind. Which directly contradidts the 28th 
Article, where it is ſaid, that “ the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
is a Sacrament of our Redemption, by Chrifs Death ;” for 
the meaning here, cannot be, the Redemption of us the Elea, 
but of us all: And the zgth, where we-are told, that“ the 
Sacraments are effectual Signs of Grace, and good will towards, 
us,“ that is, ws al: And the 2d article, where Chrift is ſaid to 
be, “ a Sacrifice not only for original, but alſo for all actual Sins 
of Men ;” and to mention no more, the 31ſt, where the offering 
Christ is ſaid, to be, “that perfect Redemption, Propitiation, 


and 


( 26 ) 


and Satisfaction for all the Sins of the while World, both original 
| and. aftual,”” ; | 
. Suppoſe one, who maintains this DoRrine, ſhould addreſs him- 
| ſelf to an irreligious, wicked Man, who knows what his opinion 
is, and ſhould uſe all the Arguments that hie can think of, 
to this purpoſe ; might not this other ſet them all aſide, and 
Wholly evade the Force cf them, by ſome ſuch anſwer as this ? 
According to this Doctrine of your's, my everlaſting ſtate is 
unalterably fixed by the Decree of God, what ſenſe is there 
then, in your perſuading me to take care of my Soul, and ſecure 
| my. everlaſting Happineſs ? Can I reverſe, or make void the 
| Decree of Heaven ? Can I reſiſt Almighty Power“? 
| It is very curious to obſerve the Tricks and Inventions of 
a Men. In the gth Article it is ſaid, every Perſon born into this 
World deſerveth God's Wrath and Damnation. Go on to 
the 1ith Article, and the Meritt of Chriſt are ſ-flicient to ſave 
all without except.on, Proceed to the 17th Article, and you 
will find that God made a part only of Mankind to be ſaved, 
Torn back to the Athanaſian Creed, and ſee a'l eternally 
| damned that do not keep it whole and unde filed, and believe 
Blaſphemies, Contradictions, src. Deſpair not, an expedient 

is ſtill to be found: See the good Divine appear with a Cordial in 
his Hand, and Abſolution dropping from his Lips—everlaſting 
Happineſs is ſecured ! and who can doubt it ? | 
| God hath told us that he made a/ men to be ſaved. And the 
Way is this. Strive to live in univerſal Obedience to his righte- 
ous Commands, we. muſt work out our own Salvation; he has 
ziven us Power to do it, and ſuper-added the affiſtance of the 
Goſpel and when we have done our beſt, then we may rely 
upon his Mercy, and the Merits of Chriſt, and we are fafe. 
There is no other poſſible way to Heaven, JF thou wilt enter into 
Lift, keep the Commandments. Mat. xix, 17. | 

I have taken the following pretty Paragraph from a Preſby- 
terian Sermon, which I think applicable to this and ſome of the 
foregoing Articles. 

& Should any therefore, from miſtaken or miſapplied Texts of 
Scripture, infer Doctrines deſtructive of this divine Perfection, 
(goodneſs) we are juſtified in1mmediately rejecting them; though 
we may not underſtand the Scriptures ſufficiently to account 
for theſe Texts, and give their true Interpretation. Have ſome 
therefore endeavoured to prove by Scripture Teſtimonies, that 
God made the greater Part of Mankind, with an original Inten- 
ton of making them miſerable, and that by an anconditional and 
unc bangeable Decree he determined to everlaſting Torments—That 
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eater part of thoſe acquainted with the Goſpel 


| Bleſſedneſs, which he intends they ſhall not 
enjoy, and which is not in their power to accept; and yet will 


he mocks the g 


with offers o 


make their Condemnation and Miſery the heavier for not ac- 
cepting them——that to have a pretence for condemning them 
to everlaſting Torments, he takes advantage of a Sin committed 
by the 6rſt Parents of their Race, long before they Exiſted, and to 
which they could no way concur; and imputes to them the Faults 
of their Conſtitutions, though they are 2 Creatures, and could 
not make themſelves, Or Lab they taught that God dooms 
non-ele@ Infants (a Phraſe to w hich the Scripture is a ane 
to endleſs miſery, and thus puniſhies them for deſcending from 
Parents, from whom he himſelf appointed that they ſhould de- 
ſcend—that he appoints them to be born blind, and then damns 
them for not ſeeing clearly. That he ſends their Souls into corrupted 
Podies, which ditable them from doing any thing morally good, 
and yet requires them to become perfeMly good and holy—that 
he refuſes them ſufficient aſſiſtance for governing their natural 
inclinations, and puniſhes them for yielding to 1mpulſes which 
they could not reſiſt— that he excludes the greater Part of 
Mankind from eternal Life, for not believing in Chriſt; of whom 
they have not heard, or to the proo's of whoſe divine Miſſion 
they are Strangers —— And that he requires Perfection ſrom all 
whom yet he hath made incapable of yielding even ſincere Ohe- 
dience ; and in ſhort, as ſelefting a ſew without any regard to 
their Temper and Conduct, to be made for ever Happy by him, 
and with as little Reaſon dooming the reſt by countleſs Millions 
to everlaſting Miſery, though by nature alike his Children, Have 
any wreſted obſcure paſſages of Scripture to countenance theſe, , 
or ſuch like Doctrines, which are not merely inconſiſtent with 
infinite Good, but with all Juſtice, and with any degree of 
(Goodneſs, with the Benevolence of a truly good Man ; we are 
juſtined in immediately rejecting ſuch Doctrines, notwithſtanding 
their being covered with ſome Paſſages, violently torn from the 
Scripture: being certain that theſe 'I'exts muſt be miſrepreſented, 
and miſapplied :' Amory. | 
Falle aud miſtaken Principles of Religion. As this for one; 
That God does not ſincerely defire the Salvation of Men, bot 
hath from all eternity effectually barred the greateſt part of 
Mankind from all poflibility of attaining that Happineſs which 
he offers to them! and every one hath cauſe to fear that he may 
be ia that number. This were a melancholy conſideration in- 
deed, if it were true; but there is no ground either from Reaſon 
or Scripture to entertain any ſuch thought of God, our Deftruc- 
ſion is of ourſelves; and no Man ſhall be ruined by any Decree 
e God, who does not ruin himſelf by his own fault :” Tillotſon. 
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Oft obtaining eternal Salvation only by the Name of Chrift: 


Ia this Article, the Clerical, curſing, ſtyle is really ſhocking. 
t« They, alſo are to be accurſed that preſume to ſy, that every 
Man ſhall be ſaved, by the Law or Se, which he profeſſeth, 
ſo that he be diligent to frame his life according to that Law, 
and the Light of Nature.” And fo is the conſequence, fairly 
deducible from what is here aſſerted, For does not St. Peter 
3 to ſay this? Of a Truth I perceive, that God is no 
eſpecter of Perſons, But in every Nation, he that feareth 
him, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted with him. 


1 1 e x x» 
Of the Church. 


This Nineteenth Aticle is of the viſible Church of Chrift, 
Which is there defined to be, “ a Congregation of faithful Men, 
in the which, the pure Word of God, is preached and the Sacra- 
ments be duly adminiſtered, according to Chri/”s Ordinance, in 
all thoſe things, that are requiſite to the ſame.” _ 


This excepting that it ſeems to exclude thoſe of our fellow 
Chriſtians, who go under the denomination of Qualert, and to 
imply that a Congregation of ſuch, met together, to worſhip God, 
is not a Chriſtian Church, or any part of the Church of Chriſt ; 
this I ſay, may be a good Definition of a particular Chriſtian 
Chorch, met together io one Place, for religious Worſhip. Such, I 
ſuppoſe, was the Church in Nymphas's Houſe, and in Philemon's 
Houſe; ſach were the Churches of Afia, and there are thouſands 
of ſach Churches, or Congregations, in Great Britain. But 
THE Church of Chriſt is but one, one Body under one Head, of 
which there never was, a congregation, ſince Chriſt's Aſcenſion, 
unleſs it was at Jeriſalm; nor ever will be, till the Judgment 
of the great Day. Thus it is ſpoken of, in the New Teſtament. 
For the Huſband is the Head of the Wife, even as Chriſt is 
the Head of the Church, and he is the Saviour of the Body: 
Therefore as the Church is ſubject to Chriſt, fo——1 ſpeak 
8 Chriſt and the Church — And in many other 

laces. 


ARTICLE 


1 


9 


"IN" 


FFC 


2 _— * _ 

„ l . * * F 

* . *** i you *F 
„ ˙ RR Nt bg =, * 


( 29) 
ARTICLE XX. 
Of the Authority of the Church. 


The next Article is, of the Power of the Church, One can 
hardly conceive, what a charming ſound, theſe words the 
Power, 'or Authority of the Church have, in the Ears of ſome of 
the Clergy. It inſpires them with lofty thoughts, and gives 
them a Stately air. Nay ſome, while they have been writ- 
ing on this ſubject, the Power of the Church, ſeem to have had 
tieir heads grown Giddy, and their Senſes not a little affected 
with the thoughts of it, for the Time. As the Term Church 
has been often uſed, by party writers in a vague and in- 
determinate ſenſe, 'tis highly proper to fix the true Idea of 
i, when the Power of the Church is the point in Queſtion, 
ind *tis maintained that the Church hath power to decree 
Rites and Ceremonies, and Authority in Controverſies of Faith. 
If by Church in this Article be meant the Clergy ia diſtinc- 
tion from the People. it expreſs-ly contradicts the former Ar- 


ticle, where the viſible Church of Chriſt is defined to be a 


Congregation of faithful Men, and conſequently, according to 
this definition, the People are entitled to the Power here 
claimed as well as the Clergy ; which ſenſe, it may be juſtly 


queſtioned, whether the Compilers of the Articles intended to 


eſtabliſh. But if we conſult the New-Teftament, there we 
may eaſily learn the true notion of Church: All thoſe who 
were converted to the Faith of Chriſt, are called the Church. 
"This undeniably appears from the Acts of the Apoſtles, and 
from the Salutations of Saint Paul in moſt of his Epiſtles, 
which are ſometimes directed to the Saints, the faithful in 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Church or Churches in ſuch a City or Country, 
and ſometimes to a particular Family under the name of 
Church; all which expreſſions were evidently intended to 
denote Believers in Chriſt, whether Teachers or People. 
This is the true and genuine notion of the word Church, taken 
from the expreſs Declarations of the New-Teſtament. But 
whatever is meant by the word Church in this Article, d:awn 
up by fallible men, there is a Power aſcri-ed to it, incon- 
ſiſtent with the Authority of Chriſt, and likewiſe with the 
latter part of this very Article. To ſay, that the Church 
hath Power to decree Rites or Ceremonies, is to make the 
Body the Head; for ſuch a Power can belong only to the Hee, 
which is Chriſt. For to decree Rites or Ceremonies, and to 
impoſe the obſervation of them, in the Chrittian worſhip of 

od, is to make Laws and Ordinances, in the Church of 

hriſt. And whoever do exerciſe, or claim ſuch Authority, 
over their fellow Chriſtians, they are ſo far Anti-Chriſtian, 


They 


1 
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They are not ſubject to Chrif: As the A poſſ le ſays the Church 
3s; but incroach upon his Province; and ufurp that Authority 
which belongs to him only, The Church of Cheiſ is the king- 
dom of Chrift, And it is an abſolute Kingdom. He alone is 
Head or King of the Church, He is the ſole Legiſlator in it. 
Chriſt inſtituted 7wo Rites, in his Church. And who hath 
Powes to inflitute a Third? Let them, who lay claim to 
fuch a Power, produce their Commiſſion, Let them make 
ood their claim, and prove it; not from one, or two Texts 
of Scripture of doubtful interpretation, or miſapplied ; but 
from ſuch as are clear, expreſs, ar full to the purpoſe, For 
this, in the conſequences of it ; a matter of very great im- 
portance to the Chrifian Chu ch. If ſuch a Power be allowed, 
where ſhall we fix the bounds of it? To what number ct 
Rites and Ceremonies, ſhall it be limited? Or is it to be bound- 
Jeſs? What a multitude of Ceremonies, hath the Church «f 
Rome introduced into the Worſhip of God! And the uſe and 
obſervation of them all, is what they can juſtify, upon this 
Principle, that the Church hath Power to decree Rites and Ce- 
emen —>— Aud is to matters of Faith, if any avthority 
be left to the Church in theſe, it muſt either imply a Power 
to add new Articles of Faith, or elſe to give the true Inter- 
retation of the Seriprure Rule of Faith, and to inforce it. 
he former is expteſsly contrary to the folemn Determivation 
of the ſacred Writers, and particularly to St. Paul, who has 
NN an Anathema or Curſe upon thoſe, who prefume 
o make any alteration in the Goſpel of Chriſt. As to the 
Itter, it amounts to juſt nothing, or nothing to the purpofe. 
For who ih Il judge, whether the Intrepretation be right or 
not? Whether it gives the true ſenſe of ' Scripture or not? If 
the Church, or the impofing Power, is to judge of this, we 
Have then an implicit Faith in the Church eftabliſhed : an cf- 
ſential Principle of Popery, the very foundation on which 
the enormous authority of the Church of Reme was raiſcd, 
and on which it is ſtil] ſupported» If thoſe over whom the 
Church claims this authority, are to judge in the Cafe, then 
this authority is reduced to nothing. And indeed the latter 
Part of this Article quite deſtroys that Authority which is 
given to the Church, in the former part of it. Let any one. 
define if he can, what Power be Church hath to decree Rites er 
Ceremonies ; or what authority, in matters of Faith; if it be not law- 
ful, as it is ſaid in the latter part, to ordain any Thing, that is 
contrary to Ged's Word avritten; neither ſo 10 expound one place of Scrip- 
tre, that it may be rifugnant 10 another, and that, as it ought net 10 
decree any Thing that is againſt Holy Writ, fo beſides the ſame ought 
it nod te inforce any Thing 10 be believed for ncegſſity of Salvation. 


ARTICLE 


. 
ARTICLE xxVI. 


„ot the unworthineſs of the Miniſters, which hitiders hot 
the Effect of the Sacraments, 


Although, in the viſible Church, the Evil be mingled with 


the Good, and Tometimes the Evil have the chief Authority; 


in the miniſtration of the Verd and Sacraments; yet — 


as they do not the ſame in their own name, but in Chrif*s; 
and do minifter by his Commiſſion, and Authority, we 
uſe their Miniftry, both in hearing the Word of Gad, and in 
receiving the Sacraments, &c. 2 
*« This ſeems to me ſuch ſtrange Doctrine; that I can 
never give my aſſent to it. How can it be conceived, that 
the Evil, who, by their wicked Lives, and bad examples, cor- 
rapt mens Manners, and propagate Vice and Irreligion, in the 
World; and in ſo doing, are the Servants of the' Devil; how 
can it be conceived, I ſay, that ſuch men, while they continue 
ſuch, have an Authority and Commifſicn from Chris; whom 
God ſent into the World, to bleſs men, in turning them from 
their iniquitie*, —— to miniſter in holy Things The miniſtra- 
tion of ſuch men is, really, a Profanation of the ſacred or- 
dinances of Religion, and ſurely, it cannot be, in the name 
and by the Authority of Chri, that they profane the Inſtitu- 
tions of Chr. And whereas it is ſaid, we may uſe their 
miniſtry, both in hearing the Ward of God, and in receivin 
the Sacraments,” I ſhould chooſe, for my own part, to att 
on the Miniſtry of a Lav-Preacher, who is a good, pious 
Man ; than of a wicked Man, though tlie Hands of the two 
Arch-Bilhops had been laid on his head. Letters, te, 


ARTICLE XXVII. 
B APT IS M. 


Baptiſm is not only a Sign or Profeſſion, and mark of dif- 
ference, whereby Chriſtian men are diſcerned from others that 
be not Chriſtened: but it is alſo a Sign of Regeneration, or 
new Birth, whereby, as by an Inſtrument, they that receive 
Baptiſm rightly, are grafted into the Church: the promiſes of 
the forgiveneſs of Sin, and of our adoption to | e the Sons of 
God by the [Toly Ghoſt, are viſibly Signed and Sealed: Faith 
is mad; and Grace increaſed, by virtue of Prayer unto 
God. The Baptiſm of young Children is in any wiſe to be fe- 
2 in the Church, as mutt agreeable with the Inſtitution of 

wriſt, | 


7 


* Of Infant Baptiſin the New-T eſtament ſays nothing, 


EY 
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( 32 ) 
In order to illuſttate this Article permit, me to add, 


We call upon thee for 27 Infant, that he coming to thy holy 
Baptiſm, may receive remiſſion of % Sins by ſpiritual Regene- 
ration. Chriſt exhorteth all men to follow their Ix nocency; 
To releaſe him of 5 Sins, to ſanftify him with the Holy 
Ghoſt, to give him the Kingdom of Heaven and everlaſting 
Life. —My Baptiſm, wherein | was made a Member of Chriſt, 
a Child of God, and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Common Prayer Book. 
The Gofpet Account of Baptiſm. 


And were Baptized of him (John) in Jordan, confeſſing their 
Sins. I indeed Baptize you with Water unto Repentance. 
Then cometh Jeſus from Galilee to jordan unto John, to be 
Baptized of him. But john forbad him, ſaying, 1 have need 
to be Baptized of thee, and comeſt thou to me? and Jeſus 
anſwering, ſaid unto him, ſuffer it to be ſo now: for thus it 
becometh us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, Then he ſuffered him. 
And Jeſus when he was Baptized, went up ftraightway out of 
the Water: and lo, the Heavens were opened unto him, and 
he ſaw the Spirit of God deſcending like a Dove, and light- 
ing upon him. And lo, a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. Go ye there- 
fore and teach all Nations, Baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. He that 
believeth and is Baptized, ſhall be ſaved. 

Peter ſaid unto them, Repent, and be baptized every ons of 

you in the Name cf Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of Sins. 
See, here is Water; what doth hinder me to be baptized ? 
And Philip ſaid, If thou believeſt with all thine Heart thou 
mayſt. And he anſwered and ſaid, I believe that jeſus Chriſt 
is the Son of God And he baptized him. Me are buried 
with Chriſt by Baptiſm into Death, that like as Chrit was 
raiſed up from the Dead by the Glory of the Father, even fo 
we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of Life. Baptiſm, doth alſo 
now faye us, not the putting away of the Filth of the Fleſh, 
but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God. 
The Title of this Article, is, of Baptiſm : which is thus defined. 
% Bepti/m is a fign of Regeneration, or new Birth; whereby as 
by an Inſtrument, Faith is confirmed and Grace increaſed,” 
zhat is, in the Perſon baptized ; ſor no other ſenſe, I think, can 
be put upon the Words. By virtue of I rayer to God.“ 

This Definition takes in Infant Baptiſm, as well as adult. 
f ccordingly, it is faid, in the very next Words, that © the 

* | Baptiſn 
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Paptiſm of young Children,” that is of Infants, as appears from 
the practice of the Church of England, is in any wiſe to be re- 
-rained, in the Church: as moſt agreeable with the Tn/titutions 
of Chrift.” Now, it is evident, and what all will allow, that 


an Infant, a Child of a Week, or a Month, or twelve Months 
old, hath not any notion of moral good or evil; or any Power 
of ſelf-determination, upon —— Motives. And therefore, 
is a ſ;bje, utterly incapable of having Faith or Grace; that 
is, any virtuous or religious diſpoſition, wrought in, or com- 
municated to it. ——1 cannot therefore honeſtly acknowledge 
this Propoſition ; that,“ by Bapti/m, as by an Inſtrument, 
Faith is confirmed, and Grace increaſed,” in Infants, to be 
agreeable to the Word of God. 


Moreover, to ſay, that Grace is increaſed, in Infants, by 
 Bapti/m, implies, that they had Grace before Baptiſm ; whic 


ſeems (if by Grace, is meant any religious, or morally good, 
diſpoſition of mind) to contradict the ninth Article, of original, 
or Birth-Sin ; which is there ſaid to be the Fault, or Corruption, 
H the Nature of every Man; that naturally is engendred of the - 
Spring of dam and the thirteenth Article, of Verdi done before 
the Grace of Chriſt. 


Baptiſm ſeems to me, to be no more than an initiating Rite. 


If a Jew, Turk, or Pagan is willing to embrace Chriſtianity, 
it is fit he ſhould be Baptized. But it does not ſeem neceſſary 
to baptize the Children of chriſtian Parents“, either Infants 
or Adults. However I do not condemn the Practice. It is 
remarkable that the àActs of the Apoſtles contain an Hiſtory of 
the firſt Propagation of Chriſtianity for 30 Years immediatel 

ſucceeding [Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Heaven; and during all 
this Time we have no account of any Children born of Chriſ- 
tian-Parents being baptized, either Infants or Adult : From 
whence it ſeems propable that Baptiſm was originally intended 
for Cenverts only, or thoſe that were proſelyted from another 


Religion, whether Jews or Heathens. But I determine no» - 


thing poſitive upon this external Rite. 


ARTICLE XXVII. 
The next Article, is of the Lord's Supper. And the Reafon 


of my taking notice of it, is in order to introduce ſome Paſ- 


ſages from the Communion ſervice ; which ſeem to me to 


require a review. . 8 


lm 
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For if the Fruit be holy, the lump is alſo 5%; and if the 
Root be holy, ſo are the Branches. Rom, xi, 16. gs 
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% The Supper of the Lord is not only a gn of the Love that 
Chriſtians ought to have among themſelves one to another: but 
the Bread which we break, is a partaking of the Body of Chriſt: — 
and likewiſe the Cup of Bleſſing, is a partaking of the Blood of 


Chriſt The moſt comfortable ſacrament of the Body and Blood of 
of Chriſt—whereby alone we obtain Remiſſion of our Sins, and are 
made partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven“. My duty is to exhort 


you,—to conſider the dignity of that holy -y/ery, and the great 
peril of the unworthy receiving thereof—for otherwiſe the re- 


. ceiving of the holy Communion doth nothing elſe but increaſe 
your Damnation. Jeſus Chriſt hath inſtituted and ordained holy 
. myſteries, as pledges of his Love. Grant us therefore, gracious 


Lord, fo to eat the Fleſh of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, and to 


drink his Blood, —The- Body and Blood of Chriſt, which are 


. werily and indeed taken and received by the faithful in the Lord's 


Supper.“ 


Inſtitution by our Saviour. 
And as they were eating, Jeſus took Bread, and bleſſed, and 


brake it, and gave je tothe Diſciples, and ſaid, take, eat. This 
is my Body. AnThe took the Cup, and gave thanks, and gave 


it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it: for this is my Blood of 


the New Peſtament, which is ſhed for many, for the Remiſſion 


of Sins. Matth. 25, 26, 27, 28, And as they did eat, Jeſus 


took Bread, and bleſſed, and brake 77, and gave to them, and 
ſaid, take, eat, this is my Body, And he took the Cup, and 


when he had given thanks, he gave it to them: and they all 
drank of it. And he ſaid unto them, this is my Blood of the 


New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many. Mark xiv. 22, 23, 24. 


And he took Bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and pave it 


_ unto them, ſaying, This is my Body, which is given for you: 


This do in remembrance of me-. Likewiſe alſo the Cup after 
Supper, ſaying, This Cup i the New Teſtament in my Blood, 
which is ſhed for you. Luke xxii. 19, 20. See St. Paul's ac- 
count, 1 Cor, xi. 23, &c. 

I have here ſet before you our Lord's own account of his 
Supper. And I think it will be found a ſafer Guide, than all 
the Weekly Preparations, that ever were wrote. You will find 
nothing in this account of Myſtery, Conſecration, Preparation, 
Benefits ; nor of receiving it from a regular Prieſt, And if the 


Corinthians had behaved with decency, we had never heard of. 
unworthy Receiving ; but they eat and drauk and debauched 


themſelves, which brought them into Diſorder, which our 'Tran- 
ffators call Damnation. 


— 
* — _ww_ 
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* Haſte ye, O ye Miniſters of the Church——Run ye even 
to the Gallows, with the Sacrament in your Hands, and give 


the Murderer a ſafe Paſſport to the Kingdom of Heaven. 


ARTICLE 


t PR TY" a - k N We. 4 YA PE 3 29 4 = * * * L w 7 y * , a k N A 
CET IE nn. — .... | ö * ' * 2 f * | PTY e b ü 
3 ov 4 5 SS. gi * 83 a: ot © * _— Rs, 5 * o * A * 4 n 50 * nn * * W's 2 4 J 
3 * 2 3 2 0 - br i, r a r 8 F en "7 * * * e r wy _— 7 WT 0 A : + b Ia 4 N 4 „ 2 J * 
" A 2 4 5 * 8 1 - a 0 4 +, « 6 ” a S * * q $4 *& of _ on hay 7 - vs be 8 nn 1 N " - 1 : 1 


þ 4 7 3 , N * 9 1 2 4 8 8 4 OT N 
* R as 8 6 > £ wm * " n P I * EY 2 * * * 1 6 . b . 
on, i 2 . 9 1 5 R ER TIN, i p a ak R * WE * 2 ak as n * WM OR. PIES” e : . N : * 
4 ” r * I 2 a 8 * N n 1 I * . (OC - £ * 4 l 7 Q . do e & 
a . " _—_ K , * _ $ A c TE EIT 13 * "ag Ws, OO OE ett ribs Att e nne : n = 1 * 1 — 3 8 ? I 3 v7 * 
a 4 by. 4 n f . 1 ey" WF; 14 8 * Y r . 8 q wy RS FR * "x SM a 2 4 * 


EN 
ret ren. 
of Conſecration of Biſhops and Miniſters. 


«© The Book of Conſecration of Arch Biſhops and Biſhops, 
and ordering of Prieſts and Deacons, &c. hath nothing in it 
that of itſelf 1s ſuperſtitious and ungodly.” 


If will be proper to examine the Contents of this Book, and 
compare them with Scripture, rationally interpreted, in order to 
be fully ſatisfied of the truth of this Article. I. In the Form 
of ordering Prieſts, we find this Paſſage; Receive the Holy 
Ghoſt, for the Office and Work of a Prieſt in the Church of 
God, now committed unto thee, by the [mpoſition of our 
Hands. Whoſe Sins thou doſt forgive, they are forgiven ;; 
and whoſe Sins thou doſt retain, they are retained.” That 
we may form an exact notion of the Power every Prieſt js ſup- 
poſed by the Church to be inveſted with by the Biſhop's Im- 
poſition.of Hands, and by virtue of this extraordinary Form, 
we need only have Recourſe to the Office of the Viſitation of 
the fick ; upon the fick Perſon's confeſſing, and defiring Ab- 
ſolution; neither is it implied that the Wickedneſs of his paſt 
Life is any Bar to the validity of his Abſolution, the Prieſt is 
directed to pronounce, as from the mouth of Almighty God, 
this ſolemn Sentence of Remiſlion : “ By the Authority com- 
mitted to me, I abſolve thee from all thy Sins, in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.” 

The Notion of ſuch a Power in the Clergy, if firmly be- 
lieved and univerſally entertained, would give them an abſolute 
Dominion over the Fortunes, and Lives, of the Laity. What 
would not any conſiderate Perſon, who had a value for his 
Soul, give or do to obtain the favour of one, whom he thought 


had Power to let him into, or ſhut him out of Heaven; to fix 
his ſtate of Happineſs or miſery in the future World? The 


acknowledged Claim of this more than kingly Power, raiſed 
the Pope of Rome, from whom all Clergymen, who aſſume it, 
muſt own it derived, -to an enormous height of Wealth and 


 Greatnefs; ſo that at laſt in the mcſt corrupted Ages of the 


Church, he demanded Homage of all ſeculiar Princes, and 
declared himſelf Prince of all the Kings of the Earth: And 
what is very aftoniſhing, the Kings of Europe ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be impoſed upon by this exorbitant Pretenfion. But 
bleſſed be God, genuine Scripture Chriſtianity has not put it 
into the Power of any Mortals upon Earth to forgive, OT re- 
tain the Sins of their Fellow-Creatures. God Almighty by 


_ Chriſt and his Apoſtles, has plainly fixed the Terms and Con- 
2 | 2 


ditions 


( 36) 
ditions of our Forgiveneſs, which do not depend upon the 
Will and Pleaſure of any Prieſt, or Namber of Prieſts. 
As all exorbitant Powers in the Church of Chrift muſt, ſome 
way or other, in appearance at leaſt, be derived from Scrip- 
ture; ſo in the preſent Caſe our Sayiour's ſolemn Words de- 
livered to his Apoffles aftet his Reſurrection, (John xx. 22, 23.) 
are the grand fupport of this wonderful Pretenſion. But no- 
thing can be more unreafonable than to argue from extraordi- 
nary Powers given to the Apoſtles for the glorious Purpoſe of 
propagatirig the Gofpel through the World, that the ſame mul 
exiſt in after Ages, They were endued with a Power of Work- 
ing Miracles to prove the Truth of their Doctrine, and their 
being fent by Chriſt to preach it; but not to prove that they 
had a Power to forgive Sins, as Chriſt bimfelf did. Nor did 
any one of them preach Forgiveneſs in his own Name. We do 
not find that any one of them ever faid to any, I abſclve thee, 
. of I forgive thee: Indeed as they had the Gift of diſcerning 
Spirits, they were fometimes enabled to ftrike incorrigible 
Sinners with Diſeaſes or Death; and in this ſenſe they bound 
their Sins upon them, which was intirely owing to the imme- 
diate Judgment of God, who vifitly employes the Apoſtles as 
the Inſtruments of his vengeance. But as miraculous opera- 
tions were withdrawn from the Church after the Apoftolic 
Age, it mult be the higheſt infolence in the greateſt C hurchmen 
upon Earth to lay Claim to a Power, which even the Apoſtles 
themſelves never exerciſed. The true meaning of St. Jobn in 
this Paſſage; compared with all thoſe, where ue are informed 
how the Apoſtles diſcharged their Office in Obedience to the'r 
Maſter, feems to be this: Whoeyer complied with the Terms 
of the Goſpel, publiſhed by them; and in which they had 
been inſtructed by Chrift, their Sins ſhould be forgiven, and 
whoſoever would not, their Sins ſhould te retained. Though 
the Apoſtles had no Power to forgive Sins; yet they had an 
Authority, properly ſpeaking, to preach the Doctrine of For- 
28 upon Repentance, becauſe they received an imme- 
diate Commiſſion from Chriſt to preach it to Jews and Gentiles. 
And in Confirmation of their divine Commiſſion; they had, 
| as before obſerved, a Power of working Miracles. But now 
fince this Doctrine hath been revealed to us in the Goſpel ; to 
declare to any one that it be doth repent of his Sins, they ate 
forgiven him; if he doth not, that they are retained, implies 
in it nothing of Authority or Power in any ſenſe. Any one, 
— may now declare this, upon the authority of the Word 
0 d. | n 
2. The two ordination Hymns directed to the Holy Gheſt 
as eternal God, and in one of which the grofs Athanaſian 
Doctrine, of three coequal Perſons and one God is expreſſed, 


6) 
may be juſtly deemed to contain ſomething ſuperſtitious and 
„as no ſuch worſhip is warramed by the New-Teſta- 
ment, al the Forms. of worthip recorded there being abſo- 
lutely inconfifltent with it. Ll 
Upon the whole; this Article, which declares that the 
Book of Conſecration, c. contains nothing of itſelf ſuperſti- 
tious or ungodly, upon Examination appears to be falfe. 
Thus have | finiſhed my remarks upon the moſt obnoxious 
| Articles: and have {et before you, my honeſt chriſtian Readers, 
4 Picture which deſerves your moſt ſerious confideration. A 
contraſt the moſt ſtriking, you ever beheld. On the one Hand, 
the Chriſtian Religion in its purity, a true, rational and con- 
ſiſtent Scheme; on the other, the Cbnoxious Articles of our 
Church, Abſurd, Inconſiftent and Unchriſtian. Can you 
heſitate a Moment which to chooſe? For it appears by occular 
demonſtration, that the Doctrines of Men are directly con- 
trary to the Laws of God. Can you ſuffer yourſelves to be 
impoſed upon, with the Goſpel of Chriſt in your Hands 
and follow your Leaders to your Kuin ? Save yourſelves from 
this untoward Generation; and be not afraid of their Terrors. 
When the Corruptors of the Chriſtian Religion, appear before 
their Lord and Judge, what will they ſay in excuſe ? What 
anſwer will they make? It would have been better for them, 
had they never ſeen the Goſpel. I tremble for them! Our 
Saviour's words to the Jews, who had corrupted true Religion, 
are well worth our Notice: In vain do they worſhip me, teach- 
ing for doctrines the Commandments of men. For laying a 
fide the commandment of God, ye hold tbe tradition of men. 
But woe unto yoo, Scribes and Pharifees, Hypocrites; for ye 
mut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt men; for ye neither 
go in yourſelves, neither ſuffer ye them that are entering to 
| 50 in- Woe unto you alſo, ye lawers: for ye lade men with 
rdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourſelves touch not the 
burdens with one of your fingers. Woe unto you lawers: for 
ye have taken away the key of Knowledge, &c. Ye are of 
our Father the Devil, and the luſts of your father ye will do. 
e that is of God, heareth God's Word: ye therefore hear 
them not, becauſe ye are not of God. Ye Serpents, ye ge- 
neration of Vipers, how can ye eſcape the Damnation of Hell ? 
Every plant (Doctrine) which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted, ſhall be rooted up. | 
« © ye Fathers of the Church! ye ſpiritual Lords and 
Rulers ?” I humbly beſeech you; awake, awake! Shake your- 
ſelves. Stand up; ftand up, like men, concerned for the 
bongur of God, for the intereſt of Religion, and the Salva- 
tion cf mens Souls! Let theſe engage the chief attention 
of your Minds, and tet moſt of your Time and Strength be 


ſpent 


6386900 

2 promoting theſe, for this is your proper Province. 

t leaſt do ſomething for the good of the civil community, 
in return for the vaſt expence, which they are at, yearly. in 
maintaining you; for the ſupporting and advancing, the cauſe 
of Yirme and Religion among us: On the proſperous State of 
which, the public weal doth chiefly depend. This. is what 
they have a right to demand from you, and to inſiſt upon. 
But if you will not, it is to be hoped the Legiſlature of the 
nation will take into their conſideration, the preſent State of 
our eftabliſhed Church. For till there is a reformation made, in 
our Zcclefiaſtical Conſtitution, in vain ſhall we hope for a reforma- 
tion of manners, among us.” ; | | | 

Son of Man, I have made thee a Watchman unto the Houſe 
of Hrael; therefore hear the Word at my Mouth, and give them 
warning from me. Ezek. iii. 17, The Lord Jefus ſhall be re- 
vealed from Heaven, with his mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, 


taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 


not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Theſ. i. 7. 8. Yea, 
woe 1s unto me if I preach not the Goſpel. 1 Cor, ix, 16. 


On Subſcription to Articles. 


That the requiring Subſcript ion to the thirty nine Articles, 
is a great impoſition. That the greater part of the Clergy 
ſubſcribe the Articles without ever examining them, and 
others do it becauſe they muft do it, though they can hardly 
fatisfy their conſciences about ſome things in them. Bp. Burner. 
The unchiſtian art of confeſſing the Faith without believing it. 
An art which, I am ſorry to ſay, has of late been brought to 
its utmoſt Perfection: Bryages.— I do not only doubt, ſays, 
Dr. Clayton, whether the compilers of the Articles, but even 
whether any two rtbinking men are agreed exactly in their 
Opinion, not only with regard to all the Articles, but even 
with regard to any one of them. Were I to ſubſcribe the 
Thirty- nine Articles, I ſhould look upon myſelf as one, who 
had made Gipwvreck of Faith, and a good conſcience; and 
ſhould not be able to vindicate myſelf, from the guilt of 
Perjury, I am ſure, 1 ſhould do that which could be no more 
juſtified, than Perjury, The fins of the Nation have been, 
and ſtill are, lamented and complained of by good men, But 
there is one, which 1' do not remember to have been ſuffici- 
- ently taken notice of by any, I mean the Clergys /ubſcribing 
to Articles which they do not believe; and in words acknow- 
ledging them to be agreeable to the word of God; while in 
their own Judgment, they are perſwaded, they are not fo. 
- Letters, RC. | 

We are told that above 100 ſubſcribe to Articles every 
Year. The Terms are, ſubſcribe, or ſtarve. By this means 
the beſt men are excluded from the Miniſtry. Our n 
| | ou gh 


- tween Superſtition on one Hand, and Ext 


; ( 39 ) 


* ought to give us God's Will in God's Words; but this 


would look like Perjury. Beſides they dare not; for if a 
beneficed Miniſter ſhall maintain any Doctrine repugnant to 
the ſaid Articles, &c. it ſhall be lawful for the Biſhop to de- 
prive him. Rare encouragement this to ſtudy, and Preach 
the Goſpel The Chriſtian Religion at this Time is in a 
condition not much unlike that of its great Maſter, for, be- 

u/iaſm on the other, it 
is Crucified between two Thieves, As it is excellently ſaid by the 
Lord Biſhop of B My dear Unitarians, Bleſſed are 


. your Eyes, for they ſee. I beg of you for God's jake: I be- 
ſeech you in the Name of Chriſt, uſe your beſt endeavours to 
bring about a Reformation. Make application to King and 


Parliament ; they will hear you. His Majeſty's advice to 
the Clergy was, Preach or Teach the Doctrine of your Maſter. 
And his late Majeſty has ſometimes ſaid to a late great Pre- 


late, when paying his Duty at Court, “ Is there any Thing, 


my Lord, you would have me do for the Church of England ? 
If there is, let me know it.” If any oppoſe you, 'Chal- 
lenge them to prove the Truth of the Articles from the Goſ- 
pel, and if they can, well; if not the Articles, Athanaſian 
Creed, &c. ought to be baniſhed from this Proteſtant Church, 
in order to render its Practice conſiſtent with its own Solemn 
Determinations. But if you fail in your Attempt, then turn 
your Houſes into Churches, and as many as can, keep Chap- 
lains ; thoſe that cannot, need not fear, they have as good 
a right to Preach the Goſpel, and (I think) to adminiſter the 
Sacraments, as thoſe who call themſelves ſucceſſors of the 
Apoſtles. 

How long, O Lord God Almighty, wilt thou ſuffer this 
uſurpation of thy Authority, corruption of thy Goſpel, and 


miſleading of thy People? O let thy Kingdom come, and thy 
Will be known and done on Earth, as it is in Heaven. Amen. 


Queries relative to the foregoing Subject, 


4S, Q. Whether Subſcription to the 39 Articles, as naw 
practiſed, be not a grievous and national Sin; it being ex- 
preſsly 


—_—— — — - 
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But tho' the Biſhops are inveſted with fuch Canonical 
Power, yet it ought to be acknowledged as a Remarkable in- 
ſtance of the moderation of the governing Powers, that for 


many Years they have not exerciſed it againſt thoſe, who 
have preached againſt ſome of the Eſtabliſhed Articles, nor even 


againſt ſome few who have laid aſide the Athanaſian Forms. 


( 49)) 

Preſsly contrary to all true Principles of Religion, and of 

Chriſtianity in particular, to ſubſcribe one Thing — — 
1 11 or in direct oppoſition to Articles cutwardly pro- 
feſfed ? 3 | ar | 
5 Q Whether the Governing Powers are not under in- 
diſpenſible obligations to remove this heavy Burden from 
the Conſciences of ſerious and thinking Perfons? 

3. Q. Whether a grofs Corruption of manners may not 
be. juſtly dreaded from a Continuance in religious 'Corrup- 
tions, when known to be fuch ? 

4. Q Whether a tender Pity and "Compaſſion for the 
Spiritual State of fo many Souls as are engaged in this in- 
famous Practice, ſhould not powerfully excite our Gover- 
nors to reform What they muſt know cannot poſſibly be de- 
fended upon the Principles of Chriſtianity: even tho' the 
Attempt and Accompliſhment of it ſhould be attended with 
conſiderable Difficulties and Hazards; which cannot be ſup- 
poſed to be the Caſe, confidering the Preparation already 
made for it, and the 'Numbers -who earneftly with for this 
falvtary Work? | 
F. Q. Whether young Perſons deſigned by their Friends 
for Holy Orders, do not labour under very great Hard- 
"ſhips by the very nature of their Education, if they tuke 
"Pains to Jay themſelves for the Miniſtry by a fincere 
Study of the Word of God:? | 
56. Q Whether it be not very natural for young Perſons 
to think, that Locke, Newton, and Clarke, whofe Philoſo- 
phical Works are generally recommended and ſtudied in 
the Univerſities, might entertain rational Sentiments upon 
theological Subjects as well as Philoſophical? 

. Q. Whether the Candidites for the Miniftry, if they 

embrace the theological Principles of thoſe glorious and ra- 
tional Believers (whoſe Authority by the way the reputed 
Orthodox gladly employ in their debates with unbelievers) 
can confiftently with Conſcience ſubſcribe the 39 Articles? 

8. Q. Whether conſiderable Numbers, when they have 

1 their Time and Fortune in preparing themſelves for 
the Miniſtry, will not be reduced to the terrible neceſſity 
either of ſubſcribing in oppoſition to the Dictates of con- 
ſcience. or elſe of enduring immediate Diſtreſs, or at leaſt 
many inconveniences of human Life ? 
9. Q. With reſpett to the latter Caſe, whether taking 
up the Crofs of Chriſt, be not at all Times an eſſential 
Duty of Chriſtianity ? # 

10. A Whether the Goſpel could at firſt ha ve been pro- 
pagated thro* the World, if the Profeſſors of it had not 
punctually complied with this difficult Duty? AY 
Il, 


. 


11. Q Whether Popery could have been demoliſhed by 
our firſt Reformers, if they had ſuftered themſelves to be 
governed by worldly conſiderationss? 0.4 
12. Q. Whether a patient ſubmiſſion to a low Eſtate upon 
the Principles of - Conſcience, be not far better; and even 
more happy», conſidering the expre's promiſe of an extraordi- 
nary ſupport given by our bleſſed Saviour to all his faithful 
Servants under difficult Trials, than the Poſſeſſion of the 
grentet, Preferment in oppoſition to the Dictates of Con- 
ſcience/? | gen ry A Bah) 
- 13- Q Whether it be not an Event to be wiſhed and 
prayed: for, that ſuch a Spirit would, attend a conſiderable 
number of young Perſons in the Univerſities deſigned for 
the Miniſtry, as to form themſelves into à religious . Sycie« 
ty upon tlie Plan of the New-Teftament ; and that in con- 
ſequence of this, they would preſent, themſelves in a Body 
before the \rch-Biſhop, or ſome of the moſt eminent -Biſhops, 
with a Bible in their Hands, profeſſing their Readineſs to 
give their Solemu Aﬀent and. Conſent, to any ' Propofitions 
taken out of the Word of God, and their ſerious Reſolu- 
tion t inſtruct the People committed to their Charge, a- 
gteeable to the expreſs Declarations of Chriſt aud his: A- 
poſtles ;-but that they were determined not to ſubſcribe the 
30 Articles, nor conform to the preſent Liturgy any farther 
than it was warranted oy Scripture, the grand Foundation, 
on which the Church of England is built? 
14. Q. Whether in caſe this Chriſtian Propoſal was re- 
jeted, as being contrary to the Act of Uniformity eſtabliſhed 
by King, Lords and Commogs, it would not be vaſtly bet- 
ter for the Spiritual State of thoſe young Perſons, and "poſfi2 
bly not worſe for their temporal Intereſt ; if. they abſolute- 
ly refuſed orders upon the legal Terms, and deperide4 
upon God and Providence for a ſupport, on ' the” glorious 
Principle of prefering the Authority of ' Chriſt,” the only 
Head of the Church, before that of the greateſt mortals'? 
15- Q. Whether in this caſe the Arch-Biſhop and Biſhops 
might uct be properly reminded of the important Duty they 
owe to Chriſt, the Supreme Paftor, in conſe uenc "of the 
Truſt committed to them of ſending forth Min Hors Tai the 
Charch; and what Account they will be able to render, to 
him at the Day of Judgment for excluding from the Chriſ- 
tain Miniſtry his faithful Servants, duely qualified” fot the 
Othce, according to his Law, preſcribed in the, Scripture 
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1 EN Whether at 1 awful Time it will be thought 


a, £ ficient Plea (aud what elſe can be urged?) that theſe 
th perfons were. rejefted by the Authority of the civil 


worth ate, and by the Act of Uniformity ? 


17 Whether ſuch a low and trifling Plea, 2s it wit! 
70 . Be will not be received with an indignant 
urrou 
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Lok by the Company of Martyrs and Confeſ- 
ſors, o nobly ih ced their Lives, or indured bitter 


rings, rather t}:an up their Conſcience to the Au- 
99 8 the civil "Mage; an and likewife will draw 2 
ſexe Frown om the Face of wat! ues whoſe expreſs Com- 
man 

ind. Maſter ; ; that. they [ſhould 80 * Authority 

tters o Religion, ut that of Jefus Chriſt 
e, thoulk not be employed to reform this national 
x6h,. Tonk h ha ap Right to "exiſt at firſt but upon the 


it was; that his Piſ⸗ Macs < call no Man upon 
Ear 
N hether al methods 1 — are 0 with 


lege W Scripture Doctrines, and 
Pract e otthip'? © 


Whether it would not redound to the Honour of 
| ent Clergy, to be the firſt movers in the Work af 
vrmation, as it has been a Reproach frequently caſt upon 
them, that, = are generally fo much attached to their 

9 rtic Ss, Al id Forms of * right or wrong, 
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"Wheteas 1 George Williams, thro' the uſual! Prejudice of 
Education, and à Regard to the Church eftabliſhed by Law, 
conformed to all the Creeds and Forms of Worſhip prefcrib- _ 
ed in the common Prayer Book: of the Church of England; 1 
and took it for granted, that all the 39 Articles, and the many k 
Propoſitions of which they conſiſt, were ſtrictly true and a- 
greeable to Scripture ; I do hereby make this folemn Re- x 
cantatton of my religious Errors in Faith and Pradice, and 1 
freely declare that the Athanaſtan Creed, and the Forms of 
Worſhip founded: upon it, are falſe, Antiſcriptural, and a ö 
groſs Impoſition upon the confriences of Chriſtian People. 1 
] likewife renounce x confiderable' Part of the 39 Articles, | 
(viz, what has been above animadverted upon) as being ex- | 
prefsly contrary to the plain Doctrine of Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles, and baving a natural Teudency to undermine the 
cauſe of Chriſtianity, and expoſe it to the Scofts of the un- 
believing World. As the Governing: Powers take no care te 
reform ſuch groſs Corruptions, I, tho' a private Chriſtian, 
think it a proper Method to proteſt in a Solemn manner a- 

inſt all flagrant Errors that ſtill remain in this Proteſtant 
Church, and the Authority by which they are ſuppotted, q 


Creed of a Church-man, 
That they mould believe 2 Lie- 2 Thef. il. 11. 


Art. 6. I believe the Holy Scriptures contain all things 
neceſſary to Salvation. 41 

I believe the Catholic Faith (i. e. the Athenafian 
Creed} is abſolutely neceſſary to Satvation, and 
whoſoever does nat ſo believe, ſhall periſh ever- 

Art. 1, I believe there is but one living and true God with- 

out Body, Parts or Pafbons. | 

Ibid. I believe the ſame one God is compoſed of three 
| Parts or Perſons, one of whom died. 

N. Creed. 1 believe in one God the Father ' Almighty, -» , | 

A, Creed: I believe in three cterrat co equal Gods, Father, 


Son aud H oly Ghoſt: 
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Ibid. I believe the Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in 
Unity is to be worſhiped. 
* 1 believe that the Father is to be worſhiped, ſing- 
ly 55 alone, the Son ſingly, and the Holy Ghoſt 
BIY. 
A. Creed. 1 believe 'the Son and Holy Ghoſt are equal to 
and. Art. "the Father. 
I believe the Son is bepotten of the Father, and 
the Holy Ghoſt proceedeth from the Father, 
I believe Contradickions are neceſſary to Salvation, 
and therefore believe that three are not more 
than one; and one is not leſs than three; and that 
e tau is one, and one is two. 

Art. 2. 1 delieve that Chriſt is the very and eternal God. 
n I believe that Chriſt is a Man. believe that 
| Chriſt is both God and Man. Ath. Creed. 
wid. 1 believe that Chriſt ſitteth at the right Hand of 

Dod the Father Almighty. 
I believe that the Father and Son are one indivi- 
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"1 dual Being. 
Ibid. I believe the Father and Son to be two individual 
1+ Perſons. | 
A. Creed. believe the Son and Spirit to be ſelf-exiftent and 
Independent. 


Ibid. I believe that the Son and Spirit are neither ſelf- 
exiſtent nor Independent. 

Art. 3. I believe that Chriſt went down into Hell. 

1 believe he was at the fame time in Paradiſe. 
Art. 11. 1 believe that the Merirs of Chriſt will entitle me 
to Salvation. 

1 .belicve I ſhall not be ſaved, except I keep the 
. Commandments. 

FirltSent. believe that God made Man a free Agent. 

Art. 10. 1 believe that Man is paſſive, has no Power to do 

any thing; but is acted upon like a Machine. 
I believe that God is Good, Juſt and Merciful. 

Art.9 18 believe that God is Evil, Unjuſt and Cruel. 

I believe that a Child Baptized is fic for the King- 
dom of Heaven. 

Art. 9. I believe that a Child unbaptized deſerves eter- 

nal Damnation. 

5 I believe that to eat Bread and drink Wine in 

Service. Chriſt is a great Myſtery. | 

1 believe that God made all men to be . 
: [ 


- 
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( 45 ) 
Art. 17. I believe that God made a great Number of men 
| to be Damned, 8 
1 believe that God is no reſpecter of Perſons. 
I believe that God will condemn the greater Part 
of mankind for not believing what they never 
heard of. I 
I believe that the Prieſt hes Power to abſolyve men 
from al] their Sins. Mad 
I believe that the Biſhop has Power to give the Holy 
Ghoſt to the Prieſt. (1) 
] believe that King Charles the 1ſt. was a Saint 
and a Martyr. 
I beligve that King Charles zd. was a e religious 
and gracious King. (2) 
I] believe that all that do not believe as I do, 
cannot be ſaved, 


Query. Whether this Creed, with an Anathema at its 


Tail, might not be uſed in the Church, becauſe every Ar- 
ticle of it is juſt ? | 
(1) Query. Whether this be the ſame Holy Ghoſt men- 


tioned in Article the 5th, ſaid to be © very and eternal. 
God.” 


(2) The words added in his Reign. 

Chriſtians, if you find theſe Contradictions in the New- 
Teſtament, which is your Rule of Faith and Practice, be- 
lieve them: But if you cannot, aſk your Hearts what you 
are doing? 

Therefore I ſaid, ſurely theſe are Poor, they are Fooliſh, 


for they know not the way of the Lord, nor the Judgment 
of their God. Jer- v. 4. 


G 


Would to God that Chriftians would be content with the 
Plainne/s and Simplicity of the Goſpel ! That they would be 
preſuaded- to make no other Terms of Communion, than 
what TJe/us himſelf has made! That they would not vend 
under the name of Evangelical Truth, the abſurd and con- 
tradiftory Schemes of ignorant or wicked Men ! That they 
would part with that Load of Rubbith which makes think- 
ing men almoſt fink under the weight, and gives too great a 
Handle for Infidelity! That they would diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt Human Opinions and Revealed Truths! That they 


would 


(.46 ). 
would fee the difference betwixt Authority and Reafon ! 
That they would look upon %, ay the and Finiſher 
of Faith! That they would think, that they are not qualified 
to mike any other Terms of Acceptance with God, than 
whit are already publiſnlied by our Saviour! That they would 
looK upon all ſerious Chriftians, as Members of the one Body 
of Chriſt ! That they would ceaſe frem unchriſtian and in- 
human Danning, Perſecuting, Barffing one another,” for not 
affenting to the Words of men, as to the Words of God! 
Then Obrint would ſoon become the joy of the whole 
Earth, and J»f5delity would loſe its main, I may fay, its only 
ſupport. | A. A. Sykes, 


Now unto the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only 
Wile God, be Honour and Glory for eyer and ever, Amen, 
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